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gen E were, not long fince, pa ea 
men of the Inns of Court together, 3 
each to other ſo well known, that 1 


other Baſt 5- Poe F 
ad Conviftion, which had hap 


Law ſtands in Ae 85 . 
in general, whether the U at all N e in 
Controverſies of this kind e e agreed in thoſe 


Points. One, who waintain'd the fayourable Side to l-. 

fen, diſcover'd a great Liking and Approbation of. his 

courſes againſt the Miracles of Chriſt, and ſeem'd to think 
le. 


his Arguments unanſwerable, | To which another FT ? 
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er Evidence, and its proper Weight, can be of that Opinion'; 
Ten fore you would be rief to . 
Pp. Fire Shilling upon fuch-Evidence, as you now think | 
— 
It may eaſily be imagin'd/that this open'd a Door to much 
'  Diſpnte, and determin'd the Conyerfation for the Remaiader 
of the Evening to this Subject. The Diſpute ran thro? al- 
moſt all the, Particulars mentiomd in-#oolfar's Pieces; hut 
de Thread of it was brokep by ſeveral Digrefſions, and the 
Prurſuit of things which were broyght accidentally into the 
Diſcoutfe, - At ledgth one of the Company ſaid pleaſantly, 
Gentlemen, you don't argue like Lawyers; was I to Judge | 
In this Cauſe, 1 would hold you better to the Point, The 
Company took the Hint, and cry'd,. they ſhovld be glad to 
have the Cauſe re-heard, and him to be the Judga,, The 
Gentlemen who had engaged with Mettle and Spirit in 4 


Diſpute which ardfe accidentully, dens very unwilling ta 
be'drayn into a formal Controverly Fg 
Gentleman who argued againſt colon, thought the Matter 
x wtoo ſerious for him, and excus d himſelf from 3 

i x aking a Controverſy in Religion, of all others the moſt mo- 


-wientous :. But he was told, that the Argument ſhould be 
Hned merely to the core of the Evidence, and that migh 
be conſider d withour entering into any ſuch Controverſy ag 
be would avoid; aud to bring the Matter within Bounds, 
-and under one View, the Evidence of Chriſt's Reſurectios, 
4and the Exceptions taken to it, hopld, be the only Subject 
e eee 
elk to be perſuaded, and promiſed to gire the Company, 4 
their new. made Judge, a Meeting tha Da Fortight,. the 5 
| NN. the reſt of the Company were for bringing on the 
„Haufe 4 Week ſooner ; but the Counſel for Woolfen took the 
latter up, and faid, Conſider, Sir, the Gentleman is not 
| - Gargve out of Liteleton, Plowden, or Cake, Authors to hic 
; well known; but he muſt have his Authorities from ma- 
3 pw, Mark, Luke, and John; and a Fortnight is Time 
' Attle enough of all conſcience to gain a Familiarity with a 
 #ew-Acquaptance j and, turning to the Gentlewan, he ſaid, 
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ble th. n on the other. Tau 
= have: the Gentleman, 2 ad perhaps you == 
Company more tp your own Taſte z he is but 
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| nE Company met at ibe Time ap 
TS it happened in this, as in like Caf 
does, that ST: o ſame of the Com» · 
NN NN E Firſt Day, 
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| RPM: | ors the Qual 
more men Audience than 


5 


they. 
| excuſe the . de 
—.— xpec tation, a that he was not 
wot and be os e 555 00 Gem, but 
tran rcerved W 
The Brangery wh * Gen = 
ſent to: They inſiſting to go, ſand, he 
"ſubmit himſelf to their Candour, 6, he won as he 
8 guilty 9 e 
ompany. Upon whi Company, ſmiling (ali 
It happens luckily that * Number is r en 
Vere laſt together, we appointed a Judge, but we dufte! 
* a Jury, avd now, I tbink, we are good Men and and true, 
fficient to make ode. This 2 r lever 


al Alfaſiovs to legal Proceedings, which created i 
dd had this Fe Effeft, ET 


it * Aiſperſed ſolemg 1 
Bi as i Grin par i 2 
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| | Kilelf at the upper End of the Table: The Cord 


| 7 - ought ! in the firſt Place to be diſtinctly ſtated. * .. ” 


| which he intends to maintain before the Court ; till that is | 
; Cone, it is to no purpbſe for me to object. I may perhaps 
ohject to ſomething which he will not admit to be any part 


1 Senſe. 


op 
"Mania Kage dtrodaced, and reſtored the Eaſc rd co 
amour natural to the Converſation of Gent tlemen.” | 


"The Judge perceivi che Diſpoſition « be Company, 1 
thought ita "Tie to , and called out, Gentle. 
men of the jury take your places; and immediately ſeated | ; 


or Wook 


round bim, and the JO upon the Coumſel fe 


a for" Woollica,  adtreſing a 0. 


Judg e, ſaid, _ 
5 "May 7 it pleaſe your Lordſhip; Tens the an 
on the other Side ovght to begin, and lay his Evidence, 


of his Evidence, and therefore, I apprebend, the Evidence 


= 
% 
7 


Juke, Mr. B. What ſay you to hat 
© Mr. B. Coun el on the other Side : 1 4 1 
' My Lors, i the Evidence I am to maintain, were to ſup- 
2 new Claim, if I were to gain any thing which I am 
t already poſſeſſed of, he Gentleman would be in the 
right ; » but the Evidence is old, and is Matter of Record, 18 
on 1 have been long in polleſſion of all that I claim under it, 
If the Gentleman has any Thing to ſay to diſpolleſs me, let 
bir m pro uce it; otherwiſe L have no reaſon to bring my own f 
idle iato queſtion. And this I take to be the known Me- 
hod of procceding in ſuch Caſes ; no Man is oblidged to 


0 produce bis 7 idle to his Poſſeſſion; it is ſufficient if bY Oe. 
_ tains it when it is called in queſlion. Þ 


Mr. A. Surely, my 335 the . miſtakes the 


Wy Sie! Lean never admit wyſelf to be out of Poſſeſſion of my 


Underſiandiog and Reaſon; and ſince he would put me out 
1 Poſſeſſion, and compel me to admit things! incredible; 

virtue of the Evidence he maintains, he ought to ſer forth © 4 
- bis Claim, or leare the World to de directed by common | a 


Judge. Sir. von * right ; ; upon Snppoſition that the © ; 
of A790 of the” Dhrilian Religion mow the Point i in at 


never have a 


"441 


In ibat · Cale it would be ai ee 
for the Chriſtian Religion; but the Matter now before t 

Court is, whether the Objections produced by: Mr. Woolon, 
are of. weight to overthrow the Evidence of Chrilt's 23 
rection. You ſee then the Evidence of the Refi ORE. 
ſuppoſed to be what it is on both Sides, and the ahing 1 
diately in Judgment, is the Value of the ObjeCtioos, 
— they uſt be ſet forth, The Court: il be den 


on both Parts. Go On, Mr. 4. 

Mr. A. My Lord 1 ſubmit to the Direftion. of the Cowt, ; 
Icannot but obſerve that the Gen | 
unwilling. as he ſeems to be to ſtate his Evidence, did net 
forget to * in his Claim to Preſcription, which i is, perhaps, 


ia Truth, though he has too much Skill to own it, the vety 


Strength of his Cauſe. 1 do allow. that the Gentleman 
maintains nothing 


- 


a in many 


d 


tion ; but if upon tee 
able appears in it, the 

works N towards the — a 
Comm 


Common upon me Fils rags ſhall it | 
. Prevail, when the Tatereſt of 2 ce and in 
this Life, od in all fs. 


no leſs a Point, than bis Ha 
Hopes for een Beſides | Prefer pc walk be owe 
in this Caſe, . bow, will ou deal with it in others} What will | 
. youſay to the ancient Perſons, and their Fire-Altars 7” Nay,.. 
. What to the Turks, who pang | 
of their Faith to; plead Mey 

Me, 8. Leg Finn Ft inter 


Ws 


to take notice of the Evidence, which lo = as a Faſt | 


| but what his Father and Grandfather, 
and his , Anceſios beyond? time of Man's 1 man- 
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tleman on the other Side, A 
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33 | the (out Reception: the Belief of it has found in-the 


/ \ Yet1 ſuſpect ſome Art even in 


* a , "70 


ite Common Rues, and has d. 
already; and if be goes on, I know ue muſt follow him 
round the Globe. Id ſave us from this long Journey, IU 
dave all Advantage from the Antiquity of = Reſurrection, 


orld; and am content to conſider it as u Fact which ha 
Besen but laſt Year, and was never heard of either by the | 
| 's Grandfather, or by mine. 
FY Mr. &. I ſhould not have taken quite fo long a Jourticy as 
the Gentleman imagines, nor, indeed, need any Man go ſo 
far from Home to find Inſtances to the Purpoſe I was u 
Hut fince this Advantage is quitted, I am as 1 to — 
my Pains, as the — is efirous that I ſhould. And 
Conceſſion, fair and can- 
Lid as it ſeems to be. for I am perſuaded that one Reaſon, 
haps the mait' Reaſon, why' Men believe this Hiftory-of 
2 is, that they cannot conceive that any one ſhould at · 
much lefs ſucceed in ſuch an {Attempt as this, upon 
the ade bf mere human Cunning and Policy; and tis 
worth the while to go round the Glbbe, as the Gentleman 
. Expreſſed himſelf, to Tee various Inſtances of the like kind, 
in order to remove this Prejudice. But 1 ſtand corrected, 
Kd will go directiy to the Point now in Judgment. 
Mr. B My Lord, the Gentleman, «Er @ of his 
firſt Argument, bas entered upon another of a very different 
Kind. I think be is ſenfible of it, and, ſeeming to yield up 
due of his popular Topicks, is indeed artfully getting rid of | 
_ ; kick has made a very good Figure in many late 
cirings, bur Ui not dert in any Place, where he who 
maintains it ma be aſted Queſtions. The mere Antiquity 
of the Refurreftion 1 gave up ; for if the Evidence was 
| at firſt, it can't be now. The Gentleman is wil- 
fog he ſays, to ſpare us his Hiſtory of Ancient Errors; and 
Þ\ , that upon this account he paſſes over many Inſtan« 
ces of Frauds that were like in Circomſtances to the Caſe 
before us. By no means, my Lord, let them be paſs'd over: 
1 would not have the main Strength of his Cauſe betray'd in 
| $omplaifanice to mo. a 
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; (42) "i 
ſew a Fraud of (his kad, Ast mteniiled; wainkefilly 1 
World. Chriſt Jeſus declared himſelf a Prophet, aug 1 
Proof of his Miſſion on this, that he ſhould die-opeaiy tend. 
publickly, and riſe again the third Day. This jurely was” 
dhe hardeſt Plot in the; World to be managed: and if: on 
be one Inſtance of this kind, wh in au dente Bike u, N 
N ptoduced. re 7 iy 1 | 
Mr. A. My Lord, there, box: hardly been: an-lolietice! ofa 
falſe Religion i ig the World, but it has-ailo affordedia ese 
1uſtance to this before us. Have they; pot all:pretended 20. 
Inſpiration ? Upon what Foot did Pytbageras,) Muna, aM 
others, tet up Did re, with dhe God. 
and pretend to deliver Otacles. KG e ene, 
Mr. 5. This.ooly ſhews thatRevelation.la by the com- 
mon conſent of Mankind. the very beſt Foundation ell 
gion, 4nd therefore every Impalige- pretends id it. Rut ig 
a Mang biding himſelf: in a Cave tot ſome Years, ad ihn 
coming out into the World., to be to a Mans 
dying and riſing to Life again? 80 far from it, at you 
pots and aun Man ad dhe dds, OR tee 14 
other. 144 4 ei 2 bad 18K 2 ik a; 
Mr. A. Gir. I ſoppdſe.i it vill be die wid do bead greab a 
thing to go to Heaven and converſe wh Angels, — 
_ and 40 come don to the Earth again, as Jt. id 
again. Now this very thing Mabomet: pt 


n ben 6 1496 277 ue Nn 1 F e 
Mr. B. Den it, Sic d No. Bat tell us ubo webt vi 
Malene. Who wete his Witnaſſes ? IL expect 
Ve have done to bear of the Guards ſet over the, Se 
of Chriſt, and the Seal of the Stone :- What Guard anch 
in bis gojogand returdipg?. What Seals and Creden- 
tials had he? He himſelf prerende ig none. His Followers e 
tend to dut his own Ward. We are dow. tol 
tte Evidence of Chriſt's Reſuttet lion, and you think do par ,, 
it by producing a Caſe, for whict- none ever; Pret end theres 
was any Eridence. Ion have Mamu Word r and no H 
ever told a Le: but yon had h Word fog the Frutb of W 


he ſaid; and ee wee e, P 


L. Bri 
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1 4 1 
| ee find e Wen e his Berg ken "bas 
gained great Credit, and is received by many Nations. 
q Very well: And bow was it received? Was not every Man 
tt, converted toithis Faith with the Sword at his TAN la 
[ dur Caſe, every Witneſs to the Reſurrection, 
|, "Believer of it was hourly expoſed to Death. 7 
Caſe, whoever refuſed to believe, died; or, what was as 
1 bad, lived a wretched conquer d Slave. And will yon pre- 
tend theſe Caſes to be alike ? One Caſe indeed there was 
if within our own Memory, "ich ene Chee 
near to the Caſe now before us. The French Prophets 
is the Credit of their Miſſion upon the Reſurrection of 
ff  - Emmes, and gave publick Notice of it. If the Gentleman 
; Pleales to make uis of this-Laſtance, it is at his Service. 
* Mr. 4. The Inſtance of Dr. Emmes is ſo far to the Pur- 
» Wa nee; that it-ſhews to what [Lengths Enthuſiaſm will carry 
| Men. And why might not the fame thing happen at Zeru-' 
alem which happen 'd but a few Years ago in our ow Coun- 
try? Matthew, and Join, and the reſt of them, managed 
chat Aﬀair with more Dexterity than the French Prophets; 
| ſo that the Reſurrection of Jeſus gain'd Credit in the World, 
nnd the French Prophets ſunk under their ridiculous Pre- 
tenſions. That is all the Difference. 4 0 Wb 
Mr. . wag qi And a very wide Dübener; I promiſe 
vou. In one everything happen'd that was proper to 
Convince the. World of the Truth of the Reſurtection ; in 
the other, the Event manifeſted the Cheat; and upon the 
View of theſe-Circumſtances, you think it \ſufficietit to ſay, 
with great — ! is all the a aber 


ts 


1 
* — eee eee 
*. are falling idto „Courts don't allow of Chit- 
chat. Look ye, the Evi of the Reſurte tts of Jelos 
is before the Court, recorded by Matthew,-\Mark;- and oth- 
e. Ton muſt take it as it ie; you. can neither make it 
Better for werfe. Theſe: Witneſſes are accuſed of giving 
Falſe Evidence. Come to the Point; and Ane 2 70 
van enen RE. 10. jp 
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17 ould 5 ad hoax | fo 
ſwer:ſhould be to the — br a 4 
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adge, 1 think this: Court may-diſpenſe with the ride, 
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' The Nee the J. "We. deſire to hear the Objettle 
ons argued and anſwered ſeparately. We ball be better able, 
to form a Judgment, by hearing AG while rene 
jection is freſh in our Minde. 
N Gentlemen, you har he Opinion of the Jurys 
O. » Wh; 2 f 
Mr. 4. I am now to diſcloſe. to you 3 n | 
the moſt ſurpriſing. The Reſurrection has been long 
d of, and, to the Amazement of every one who c 
«+ think freely, has been believed through all Ages of the 
s Church.“ "This — and conſtant Belief creates in 
moſt Minde a Preſum eee 
dence, i.e Or he Evidence ſupports the Credit 
the Hiſtory ; but here the Eyidence itſelf, is preſumed. only 
upon the Credit which the ſtory has gain d. I wiſh 
Books diſperſed againſt Jeſus by ax ancient Jcus had not 
been loſt, for they would have given us a clear Inſight into 
this Contrivance ; but it is happy for us, that the very Ac» . 
count given by the pretended Witneſſes N Fact is aww 14 
ent to deſtroy the Credit of it. = 
The Reſurrection was not a. thing contrived. forits own 4 
Sake, No! It was undertaken jo ſupport great. Views, and | 
for the Sake of great Conſequences that were to attend it. 
It will be neceſſary therefor to lay befare you thoſe Views, 
that you may the better judge of this Part of the Contri : 
W when you have the . The 


® Sixth Diſcourſe, P. it 2E p. 4+ 
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I erp hi e dere n weck Aged ee ad, _ 
common amiong/ſuch People, gate great Credit to ſomę tra“ 
tionary Prophecies about their own Country.” They en 


| hefides; ſome old Books among them; which: they 
10 be Writings of certain Prophets, who had formerly liv 
them, and whoſe Memory they had in great Vener- 
ation: From fuch old Books and Traditions they 
many extravagant Expectatiouns; and among the rel ede 
Vas, that ſome time or other a great victorious Prince would 
nie among them, and" fabdue all their Evemies, 24 75 
them Lords of the World. f In Auguftus's Time heyy 
in a low State, reduced under the ' Yoke; wm; 6c 
they never Wanted 4 . more, fs the 
this Hope, as it happens to weak Minds, turn'd into a am 
if Expectation that he would ſoon come. This proyed a 
'  *"Femptetion to ſome bold, and ſome cunning Men, to per. 
fonate the Prince fo much expected; and 9 6 nothi is 
more natural and common to Rebellions, is 
ede grovnd them on new Prophecies, -or new WO 
tions of old ones: . being fuited to the vu 
. «" Snperſtition, and ing wich the force of Religion. 5 
Accordingly, many ſueh Impoſtors roſe, pretending to be | 
the victorious Prince 3 — 7 and they, and the 
ho followed them, per iſſi in me Folly of their Atte 
Hut Jeſus, knowing that Victories and Trium were 
not things to be counterfelted'; that the People "not 
td be deliver; d from the Nomen Yoke by Sleight of Hand: 
And having no Hope of being able io cope with the Emper- 
Fr of Rome in god Earneſt, took another and more ſucceſſ- 
ful Method to carry on his Deſign: He took upon him to 
be the Prince foretold in the ancient Prophets; but then 
he inſiſted that the true Senſe V the Prophecies had been 
mifſtaken; that they related not to che Kingdoms of this 
World, pot o the"Kingdoi of "Heaven, that the Meſſas 
ws not to be a conquering Prince, but a ſuffeting one; 
that he err N Horles of War, and'Cha- I 
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a + Scheme of literal Praflery, 6. 
'* Scheme. of literal Propoeey, p. 27. 


of "=. 


Pat num Gl. ö 
n . 


— ——— 
— 
* 
* 


„ 


1 


. ˙ m- — · Ä — _——— _—— 2 2_” OO TL 


— 
— —— 
_ S 
4 
» # 


— = - —  ——— — RO — — — — — —— 
4 a 
— * 
- 
% 5 N 0 
k % 
* 
* 
- 
= 
* 
Os 


( 13 * 1 
viots of War, "variant be mk a ly, and ig. ; 
an Ass. By this means he got he common and neceffary 
Foundation for a new Revelation, which is ta rente 
founded on a precedent Revelation.+ . 1; „ bt 

No carty on this Deſign, he made choice of Teure bes 
of no Fortunes or Education, and of ſuch Uuderſtandiag as 
gave no Jealouſy. that they would diſcover the Plot. . 
what is moſt wonderful, and ſhews their Ability, - whilſt,the 
Maſter was ing the Kingdom of ' Heaven, theſe pont 
Men, not weaned from the Prejudices af: their Country, ex- 
pected every Day that he would declare himſelf a King, and 
were quarreling who ſhould be his firſt Miniſter. This Ex- * 
pectation bad goad Effect on n- 

conſtant to their Maſter. d of 
I muſt oblerve farther, that the. Jews were-:under range. 
Avprobieaſ ons of ſa Powers; and, as their oon 
Relipioh was founded on the Belief of bertuin Miracles ſaic 
to be wrought by their Lawęiver at; ſo were they ever 
n Forge. Wonders and: Miracles, and ready to take wp 
ou any Stories of this Kind. Now, as ſomething entraor- 
ary was ueceſſary to ſupport ores gg er ng 1 


_ Accordingly: 
up for a King: and at 5 — 1 — | 
umph to Jeruſalem... This natoral -Conſequence- opens the 
natural Defign of the Attempt. | If Things had gone og-ſuc+ 
eee W n ee W aeorins Heaven 
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+ See Diſceurſoof the Cromds, =o k. PEW 


* 4 be could not eſcape being 


|  petted, (6 it happen 


| et LC 
"8 2, 
| Would have been chang'd into « Kingdom of this World 
The Deſign" indeed” failed, by the Impatience and Over- 
| haſtineſs of the Multitude, which alarmed not only the Chief 
of the Jews, but the Roman Governor alſo, | \ 
The Caſe being come to this Point, md Jelus fecing that 
put to death, he declar'd that the 
- ancient Prophets had foretold that the Meſſias ſhould die up- 
 6n'a Croſs, and that he ſhould riſe again on the third Day. 
Here was the Foundation laid for the continuing this Plotz 
which otherwiſe bad dy'd with its Author. This was, bis 
to his Followers, which having been well manag'd 
by them and their Succeſſors, has at laſt produced a Kingdom 
ECE 2 
for many Ages, and have been ſtrong — — 
and Einperers at Defiance. 2 
Prophets appeal'd to are ſtill extant ; and there — — 
fach Prophecies of the Death and Reſurrection of the Meſſias, 
they are a Evidence againſt this Story. As he ex- 
d, that he dy'd on a Croſs, and the 
thy Feds Contiviice was len to the 
of his Diſciples and Followers. Their Part is next to, be 


conſider d 
your Opinion that the Ob- 


dd this Scheme down to the Death of Chriſt, 1 think 
| e and that it is agrecable (0 your 
Intention * 1 ſhould be admitted to anſwer. 
23 ou ſay right, 8 Sir. Let us hear what you ans 
Dan Charge. 
- yr . 5. My Lord, 1 was unwilling to diſturb the Gentle 
wan by breaking in upon his Scheme, otherwiſe I ſhould 
have reminded him, that ſits to examine Evi. 
dence, and not to be entertain'd with fine ations. 
You have bad a Scheme laid before you, but not one bit of 
Evidence to ſupport any part of it; no, not ſo much as a Pre- 
tetice to any Evidence. The Gentleman, I remember, was very 
| Fforry that the old Books of the Jews were loſt, which would, 
A285 de ſuppoſes, have ſet forth all this Matter; and I agree 
1 wich him, Anat he has _ Reaſon AER) conſider- 
ing 
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muy, _ 
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een This would wr 
every Part of the Story to be mere Fictian. But, fince/ tha 
Gentleman ſeems to have endeavoured to bring under ond 
View the many Inſinuations which have of late been ſpread = 

abroad by different Hands, and to work the — . 
; I will, it your 
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cauſe the Account of it is a Forgery; for it is no Amazeiment | 
to him, ſurely, that a true Account ſhould be generally 
well received; ſo that this Remark proceeds indeed from 
Confidence rather than Amazement, 1 
That he is ſure there was: no Reſurrection ; and I am 
this is no Evidence that there was none. Whether be | 1 | 
miſtaken in CORAL or. Lin mine, the Court muſt 2 


judge. 3:4 $M. 314.84. 659 

The Gentleman's Obſervation, eee 
the Reſurrectioũ creates 4 Preſumption that it lands * | 
Evidence, and. therefore People look no farther, 14 
ollow their Fathers, as their Fathers did theit Grandfathers {| 
before them, is in a great meaſure true, but it is u Tenth — | 
nothing to his Pdrpoſe, Mie allows that the Reſutrection 
has been believed iu all Agef of che Church; thas-is, — 11 
the very Time of the Reſurrection: What then prevailed 
with.thoſe who firſt received it? They certainly. did not 
follow the Example of their Fathers. Here then id the 
Point, How did this Fact gala Gredit in the World at hrt? 
F bas gain'd enn. * * ar 
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preſent gu into: thia Belief throngh Prejudice, Examples vf 
for Oompeny ſake, they do in this Cale e 
-wiſe,: thanithey da in all Caſes. * 
| e re (82 3s: e 
called!) ., 4. examining the 
the Cauſe, as well as Falſhobod. 2 on wed paar 4g 
there, the Merits of which all the World, or the bundre 
„has examined? It js, ſmartly faid ſomewhere, That 
- the-Prieft only continues what the, Nurſe an: But che Life 
of: the Remark conſiſts in the af the Antitheſis 
between the Nurſe and the Pricft ; aud owes: its Support 
much more t0:Sound than to Senſe. For is it poſſiblev that 
Children ſtiauld not hear ſomethiag of the common aud Pos 
pular Opinions of their Country, whether theſe, Opinions 
be true or falſe ? Do they not leatu the , common Maxims 


his Nurſe, that two and two make four ; and: whenever ſhe 
divides an Apple among her Children, ſhe inſtils into, thetn 
abis Prejudice, That the Whale is equal to its Parts, an 
all the Ports equal to the Whale; and yet Sit H Mer 
Fon, ( ſhame on him) what Work has: he made, \whata 
Building has he erefted upon the Foundation of this Nurlerys 
Learning? As to Religion, there never was a Religion 
there: never will be one, whether: grue or falſe, publickly 
auned in any Country, but Children have heard, and ever 
will hear, more ar leſs. of it, from ibauſe wha. are placed a. 
bout them. And if this is, and ever muſt be the,-Caſez 
whether the Religion be trpe or falle.; tis highly abſurd to 
Jay Streſs on this Obſervation, when the Queſtion;is about 
tha, Tren ef any Belieben ; fag the Ovation i 
ent io both ſides of,the-Queſtion, M 
the Common · Flach Learns 

ing, which muſt fur ever, it ſecms, attepd.upon Queſtidps-of 
1 Naturns; and are coming ta the very Merits of the Cauſel 
ad here the Gentleman an the other Side thought pro- 

to bezin with an Account - of the People af ihe 

the People in whoſe Country the Fact is laid, and;who-were 
th Peg and in ſome Reſpetts, pritcipally r 
OR" 2 *, Lt e * £54 Ys 4 0 
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ved under the luſſuedoce of certain pretended 
ö ey bd. — Je 4 


4 -Jefins 
3 — — who — des- 
liver: them from thie Reman Yoke,” and make them alt Ker 
end Princes; + He: goes on then to-obſerve, hom able / 
people were, in this State of Things, —— and 
kd ioto Rebellion, r 0 
upon him to perſonate the Prince He obſerves 
further, that in ſact many ſuch Impaſtors di | ariſe, and de. 
ceived Multitudes to their Ruin and Deſtructteen. 
I bare laid theſe things together, betnuſe I do not intemd 
to diſpute theſe Matters with the Gentleman. Whether te 
Feats, were u weak and ſuperſtitious /People, aud influenced + 
ee or whethorithey had 1 
bag them, is not material to the preſent i ie 
— for the Gentlemans | Argument if1 alle the Fart 
to be; as he has ſſated it, that they did e 
Prince; that they were upon tb Account 3 
practis'd on by Fretenderx :; and in Fact were oltet ſo 
. 66k ee e eee e eee . 
Thür Foundation being lad, it was natural to expe@,” 
believe your Lordfbip! and one preſent dic & 
that the Gentiemau wobid go ob to ſhew; that» Jeſus 
hold of this Opportunity, ſtruck id with the Opinen wi the 
People, aud proſeſſed himſelf to be the Pk a”. 
work-.their:-Deliverance: © But ſo far it ſeemi is th from -. 
being the Caſe,> that the Charge'vpon: Jeſus. is; that he tone 
the contrary. Part, ang ſet up in Oppoſitioh d all * 
lar Notiogs/and Pprejudters 'of his CLonntry ; thet he ter- 
r Prophetics to another Senſe and Meaning — 
bis did and y 89 took a 
all Hopes of eds ever 
much wanted and enpecteeec. 1 
Io not how to! driag the Gettlemovs Premiſſes n 
bis Conelu ian tc * n robe itn gere 
Yaflapce at mY Method for an Im- 
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at under this Diſguiſe 
Foundauon to expect a 
iuſt all who-ſhowld: ſor up thoſe- Pretenſions i 
"thete was no Ground from the ancient Prophecies to en 
uch a Prince, and yet by theſe very Means he was dar oo 
bie Way to an Opportunity of declaring 
| vey Prince the 
velldus ; every ſtep opep 
the Gentleman; for 
- -kgy Aerount of theſe Meafureni 
never F the only Thing 
lad. Had Chriſt been charg' d wich Fattiukalt,” it would 
Reaſon for his Conduct; 
©. Madtieſs is ubacconmtable ; "Rations mulbque 
Deſign, "Cunning and Fraud are made the Charge, 
carry d e ſuch an Height? an, to ſuppoſe bim to bea 
Party to the Contrivance of N Reſurrection for himi- 
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Bot hat Def . on all il 
While? Why, the Gentleman tells us that the very Tig 
, was the real Thing aim 


Wiſdaim'd,: the temporal 
he told the 


not have been neceſſury to 


at, "hy Send rn ori a 


dw, were wid to K ingdom; ahd indeed the 
; that this” Aa Condur- 


tation waz kintle cnotigh;- eonfidg 
tor of the Plot ws tabe trucity'd.; 
de Meuns made: uſe of at all 
Tes, fays- 
05 ready t 


Effect, the People: 
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aim'd 
People t there was 0 


es 


'himſelf to be the 
the Mar- 
I blame not 
a to 
to Chriſt; Be this 
that ean be 


ouders. 


trattheri non wal. 
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or his Paint. But Wee] 
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then ? Why, It 
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hate dir From ie Multi gf — ” 
hey were diſperrd it will de fold? thats 
better Judp e of” affairs" than the People; /andiſaw abar 

was not yet Time dee the Offer. Be it ſo g d us 

then what follows. YDSO $647 Ame ee 
"The t over eee alarm'd, and Jeſus wasJook'® a _ 
a Perſon dangerous to the State; and he had 5 
zough | to ſee that his Death was determined and inevitable: I 
What does he do the? Why, to wake the bet of abut  - 
Cauſe, and to ſave the Benefit of nes 
8 to ſucceed him, he pretend to prophecy of ip += 
2ath, which he knew co81d not belavoided!s:And 1 
«rap he (hould:riſc again the tie third Day,-dlaw to nor 4 
$o play Tricks in arficulo Morris 'but this Pier had ran * 
common, nothing in —— Bot bat i 
hould appear, that after the f . 9 
deſpair ( of bis Fortunes it is ſaid) he HN in his 
ſet up it a King once more, and onde wore cefus d the Of 
parwalty ? Men in Deſpair lay hold vn the leaſt Hel 
never | refuſe the greateſt. Nom the Cale! 
after he had fofetold his Cauciſtuiom he came: 
ia the triumphant —— 5 
People ſtrew d his Way with Bopghr ant Fleer and re 
all ar his Devotion} the Nuß Governarstuy-Rillodorifekr! , 


of the People. Why e == 
himſeit from. 


to ſeize. the Kingdom, ot at leaſt 

vs Death he For whole. Rake Ws be 
comented' to die # For" Sakodidrhe-contrive his- Pos 
of his Reſurretion ? Wiſe und Children de had none; þ | | 
' deareſt Relarions gave little Crodie th bim ; hie Diſciples} 
were not fit even 1h de truſted with the Secret; nor q 

to manage any A that could uriſa from it. How. 
ever, the Gentleman tells ue, bas — 
this Plot, a Kingdom of Niete. *4Bud: ne 
Some hundred Years after d Death of Chriſt, in Op 
Re bis Wil, * — nlny of 
*e, yet N ws Kingdom Thing ei 
ia Mew. am . 
Thr nm * eee 
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Ts pod Barts 30 the Plat ** 
enough. if we can ani. Views probihp 
is ſuch;Caſe;top.it;muſt be very caſy fora, Gentlemsn 
Ports ie contrary, Imagination, and m., Argue p 
f b f a ur .the, eee ler 
abKifape « ection, be. a Frand, there, an End of 
\ Protenlons,, good ot bade that were io be ted by is; 
 Aherctor 1 wall go on to;prove, this. Freud, which ;is WG 
main Part of the Cauſe now to be determi 

beg leave t remind you, that, ey. in bis Lie 

- Goretold; hie Death, aud that he ſhould riſe again the think 
= 3 Tbde firſt Pert of his, STU, was. ee 

dy- 4 a Pes ang was 1 1 n 

you with the 8 of 224 io 
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e d. No, nog ha ION Fears; he; was pol c 
2 Abdi Diſciples, but by; 8 and 55 
A ber mare a If | Earneſt. -4 willprove beyond 
Contradiction that t L in the 
Tomb, and the Tomb en pb vl 
1 vou can get it as fairly out again. PORTS 
„ Judges Cie on with your Exide. 8 
Nr, 4. Nx Latd,cthe Crodi DIE. 
dy was conveyid F in the 
rn au Ed ef the whole Deſign, ps 
1 - - wy. pan the Mul, watchful Hor the Safety pf the 
Feople, call d to mind, that Jelps./ip his Life: tie bad [id 
| „ | 2 * ri non the third Day. - It may at firſt 
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Under 5 the Law of Nations; and the Common conſent. of 
Mankind. When you f a Letter ſeil d to te Poſt-hovle, 
you bave not indeed a ent wick all Perſons: 
| thro' whoſe Hands it pi te it al} not be opet d by a 
/ | Hand but his only to whom it is directed, et .Men-koow 
. themſelves to be under this Reſtraint, and d t it io url 
kur aud diſhonograble*to trapſgreſa it. 5 
Site then the Sepulchre was ſeal' d, M ace the Seal ims. 
por ted # Covettant, chnſider who were the Parties to this 
Covenant: they could be no other than the Chief 
on one Side, pode anne on the other : to prove t 
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be ſhewa ; on one Side there was '« 
Conicertt to > hs the Prediftion falfilled'; on the other, "to 
Fretent Fraud in fulfilliag it; the Sum of their Agreement was 


. natarally this, that the Seals ſhould be d at the Time 
 appviite@ for the Refucre tion, that all Parties migh 


t 
and be firtdfy'd whether , * was come 2 14 


Or 00, 
be dew would is «gy reaforatle Man expe? from. thats 
cum 32 ou expect to 5 that the Chief 
ieſts and the apts an at the Time appointed, open'd 
7 Seals, and that the Matter in Düſpute was ſettled beyond 
al hoping fag Way or other ? But ſee how it happen- 
the Seals were broken, the Body flolen away in the Nighr 
* Diſciples, none of the Chief Prieſts preſent, or ſum- 
 Inaned to ſee the Penis open opened; the Guards when examin d 
were forecd to confeſs the Truth, - the” join'd with an Ace 
| Knowle ent of their Guilt, which made them liable to be 
unis d by Pilate ; they confeſs d that they were alleep, and 
5 mean Fime that the (Body loten away | "the 
0 
1 0 Evidevce of the Nenem Soldiers, and the far Ready 
Evidence arifing from the clandeſtine Manner of TOY a 
= the Seals, are fufficient proofs of Fraud. 
But there is another Circumſtance in the Caſe of 
* | [Weight NF though the Seals did not. t the Cheat enti 
14 yet effectually falſified the Prediction; accordi 
we Pie, Jeſus 6 the third Day, or 
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next Place, the Gentleman to be at 
Joſs to account for the Credit which 998 AXEL. a gre 


a nd" abſurd to 'Geſervs any BAS 
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T apree with the Gentleman 0 
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wa 3 Fredieti | 22 


ky 


— — 


r hr @ aan TCOsSYQ MED 9 35 


He bas given us his Evidence, mere yidepee,.. he ſays, 7 | 


He has proved. too, 7 * 


4 
4 
4 


* 
1 


Frand.” If this apen Prediftion. implics a fraudulent Begig 
8 „ ee with ee bar ific 
app 2 * at it . YE: 'the i greaſe * that ' 


: it Evidence will t 17 as Fan Bees Typ wo \ 


the rediction of the ReſurreCiog, e they tgek to 
vent It ; be thinks the 55 Aae Was too extravagant = 
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1 eee de be. cheat and an Impoſlor ? u M iet 
inis Reaſon! would bave convinced them of the Folly agt 
ptioũ of rhe f do; it muſt therefor neceſſatf 
de what they had ciſcovered ſowething 15 the Life and Ah 
i} {of Chfiſt which ratfed their Jeals and made * 
f fl to a Prophecy in this Caſe, wp of in any other Ca 
Sw have defpifed ; and what could this de der 
ſecret Conviction they were under by his wauy Miracles 
his extraordinary Power ? This Care therefor of the Chi 
Priefts over his dead, helpleſs Body, is a ver TI 
of the mighty Works which 1408 dd in his Life-time 3 
had the Jeus been perſuaded that be performed no Wound 
ip-bis Life, 1 think they would not babe been an ſeeing 
any done by, him after his Death. 0 | 
But the Gentleman is of Wocher Mind ; be fas hey bad 
| Meovered a plain Cheat in the Caſe of Lazarus, hom 
ntiſt bad ended to raiſe from the Dead, and therelop 
they took all this Care ro guard againſt a like bent. 
I begin now to want vidence, I am forbid to call this I- 
mapidativo, What elſt to call it 1 know not; there is not the 
 Heaft Intimation given from Hiſtory that there was any Cheat 
i ide Ele of 'Eaza}ys, or that any one ſuſpected a Cheat, 
Lizards lived in the Country after he was raiſed from the 
Dead, anti'thbugh his Life was ſecretly and baſely fought 
2 vet uo body had the Courage, to call bim to a Trial 
his Part of the Chest. It may be ſaid perhaps the ect 
k 4 wete terrified'; "well, Pot they were not terrified wh 
i Dh had Chrift in their Poe fbon, oben they. brought ki 
5 ton Trial; why did th Napa then obj e& this Cheat to ri 
. | It would have been moch to their Parole : inſtead of that, 
| they accyſe him of n ry u to 30 pal! down their Temple, 
* , Ecſtioy! their , and of Blalphemy ;- but 59 1 Worg 
of any Fruud in tie Cafe of Lazarus,. of any other Caſe, 
1 But get to Enter into the Merits of this Cauſe, wh bak 
1 in it boo many Eircutrſtances for your pteſent Sa 4 
1 let us take the Cafe to be as the Gentleman. ſtates it, that the 
ll Ober m the Caſe 1 27 my tected ; what Conſe 
| Ft, wow ors e | 
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Jocapible of doing  forther Miſchief ;/ fo Nile ure 
as jt ſo in this Caſe ?* No, ys the Gentleman; 1 
vers the more careful rhat chef ond not thee them 
own Reſurrectiou. Surely this is a hot = 

— the People thought bim a Prophet, e P 
ſought to kill him, and thought his Death would put un 
to his Pretenſions ; when they and the People had di 
him to be a Cheat, then they thought him nor Tafe, - 
when be was dead, but were afraid he fuld prove a —1 
A needleſs, a prepoſterous Fear ! 

Ia the nent Place, the Gentleman tells vs boy 

re was that the Chief Prieſts took, I agree = 

0 guard againſt and prevent all Fraud; 

Sepulchre, with the dead Body in it. tA — 
Roman Soldiers, who had orders from their Officer to watch 
Door of the Se pulchre. 

Upon this Oecalion the Genflewin has ne the OH. -. 
of Seals when apply'd to ſuch Purpoſes; they imply; 1 
Condition: they are in, tilt the Parties to he agreed - 
to open them. I ſee no Reaſon to enter into 
ow Las Teng Ea | 

Why then it ſeems the Apoſtles imd Chief Priefts were iti, 

a Covenant that there ſhould be no Reſurrection, N \ \ : 

Time to view and unſeal the Door. 

Your Lordſhip and the Court will now cabliier the Pro: 2 
er of this 1 "When Chriſt was ſeized und 

or fear of the Jews, out of 'a 
ont if a pprehended, beſacfi 
well known in "what Manner 85 


4, that even when they tell the Truth they are | 
Prophet, and according to his own Prediftion, Wan 
dim ; human Policy could not invent N * 
the Sepulchre ; their Care went f further mill, they fealed'ths . | 
a Covenant, that the Things ſeal'd up ſhall 8 the." | 
no opening of the Door all they wet togerhor at an appel 

y'd to his Trial, his 70 fled, and bid thewlavey | 

Death F cu 0 


Iv © 
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| i 30 Ty 
for his ReſprreRion, or to enter. into Terms an 
reements. for the Manner ia which it ſhould be dope, "tha 
.themſdyes did not believe it of would be; they. gat 
aner Al Hopes, and Thoughts of it; and far from enter 
| into.Engagements with the Chief Prieſts, . their whole C: 
| f gern was to keep. themſelves conceal'd from. them ; this” 
| a well known Caſe, and I'will not trouble you with particu» 
lar. Authorities, to. prove this Truth. Cap any Man now if 
right Senſes think tat the Diſciples under theſe Circum- 
entered into . this Covenint with the Jews ? - I bes 
that Seals ſo uled import a Covenant withont a ſpecial” 7 
greement ;; be it ſo, and it muſt then be allow d 1085 the 
ſtles were no more concern d in theſe Seals chan every 
for the Covenant reach d wh: as well. as wks 
ige they were y 2 7 fu Ky vs i 
But 1 _ Dar _ ust unneceſſar 
ſwer all DE ales and Suſpicions, ' The. "Jews it it. 
in were exceedingly ſolicitous about this Event; for che 
ſon PIT obtain d a Guard from Pilate ; and when they 


| _ the Gentleman don't think it, aud for that Reaſon fa 
$her Man in the Country, and no more anſwerable for them oy 5 
when the limp Eda 13 this Matter will beſt ag- 


1 they were {till ſuſpicious leſt their Guards ſhould deceivg 
55 and enter into Combination inſt them, To ſecut 
Point, wy, ſeal'd the Door, and required of the Guar 


ier up the Sepulchre to mer ald as. it was; this] 
«a mga and true Account of the Matter. Do but con- 


Ader it in 2 parallel Caſe : Suppoſe. a Prince ſhould ſet 4 
Guard, at the Door of bis. Treafury,. and the Officer who 
2 the Guard mould ſeal the Door, and ſay to the Sol 
28; ou ſhall be anſwerable for. the Seal if I 5 it broken 
2 ot 1 the. 955 rid under ſtaad the. Seal to be RX d 
rd. 2 who, Mgt, „ employed _tq 
mae 90 ly.cnough. to pil fer themſelves 
"Pla all: Pack Caſes, büt à necelſary. Care, you may place 
(Guards, and when you do, all i is ; fo thele Power : 2 4 Et p 
Ae, cuſtodiet is . 0 | 
\Byt it ſeems. that notwithſtanding all this Care the wi 
"—_ broken 30d ee * if ou a of this, Sie | 
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cn b pere they-only ape? 
| It; the Diſciples had no more to do ia it thas . — 


tiples in the mean Time ſtole away the Body. IvilliikeGuares 
ere in Court, I would afk them how they came to be 
zuuctual in relating what happen'd when chey were aſlerp / 
hat induc'd them to believe that the Bedy was ſtolen WW 
? what, that it was hes, = the Diſciples, ſince by-theif 
n Confeſſiom they were alkeep, and ja nothing, fiw'ns 
50077 But ſince they are not to be had; I would deſire 10 
& the Gentleman the fame Queſtions, and whether heh 
ny Authorities in Pojnt to ſhew that ever any Man was ad! 
Tr er as an Evidence in any Court to prove 4 Fact whick 
happen'd when he was affeep ? I ſee the Gentleman in ung 
| On U preſs the Matter no further. 
As this Story has no Evidence to ſupport it, ſo neither has 
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aCter of the a a; that they were weak, ignorant Meng 
oll of the po ee eee ee their Coug- 
ry, which | ſtack. cloſe to them notwithſtanding their 
cquaintance with their Maftey. © Fhe Apoſtles are not 
och wrong'd in this Account ? end is it likely that ſects | 
en ſhould engage in ſo'deſpertte'a Deſign, #5" to ſteal awiy | 
he Body in Oppoſition to the eombin'd Power of the u 
ind Romans ? "What could tempt rbem to it? Wbat ad 
e the dead Body do them ? Or if cbufd have dots 
them any, what hope had they to fneceed a tbeir Attempt 
A dead Body is not to be removed b leigt of Hand, * 
requires many Hands to move iu the great Stops 
at the Mouth of the 2 2 to de r * —— 
could not be done flently, 6 — = 
to prevent Diſcovery ; ſo (he 11 3 1485 Sa 
Wallcep, yet there was no Encdofigrient to go on 0 1 
terprize ; for it ls bardly” poſſible to ſuppoſe, Lern 
ing away the Stone, moving the Hody, the Hurry and Con- 
fuſion in carrying it off, muſt awaken them. 


But ſuppoſing the T Thing praRicable; yet the Attempt 
ew as the Di iſcipfe cone) with the | "Notions 


ws 


my Probability. The Gentleman has given you the Chag, = 


. = 
ey 
-- ” 
- 6 


wo 4 | 
The Guards, the Gentleman ſays, have confelsYithie- 
ruth, and own'd that they were alleep; nad ut e D 


PA 
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of 


1 
the former 


et þ 
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. themfclves in their Maſter's Name, if they could but have 


| Heved-the Prophets, and at the fawe Time thong 


3 


had the ſawe ExpeRation 


th 
£ | = their Caſe 3 their - Maſter 
; and they: are to contrive to ies] away his Body 
for what ? Did they expect to make 2 King of the dead 
Body if the Au- get it into their Power ? Or did the 
think | had it they could gaiſe it ta Life again? If they 


ted ſo far to their Maſter's" Prediction as to expect hi 
ion (which I think is evident they did not) could 
yet think the Reſurrection depended on their having 
the dead Body ? It is in all Views abſurd. But the Gentle; 
man ſuppoſes that they meant to carry on the Deſigu for 


Dead 


vaded the People to believe him riſen from * 
ips 


t he does not conſider. that by this Suppoſition 


the Dilciple of every Part of their Character at once, and 


to us a new Set of Men, in every Reſpect different 
the 2 the former Diſciples were plain, weak 
e cunning and contriving 
| full of the Superſtition of their Country, 
. Prince from the Authority of their Propboun 
but theſe are Deſpiſers of the Prophets, 5 the Notiahg 
ol their Countrymen, and are deſigui to turn theſe Fables 
to their Advantage ; for it cannot be er 
t to ac: 
compliſn or defeat them by ſo manifeſt à Cheat, 0 which 
yt themſelves at leaſt were conſeious, 

But let us take leave of theſe Suppoſiiions, ad ck 
Guards were placed, 
yu ore Chants 200 Leng 


T4: 


tell the — * of their. Tn allep, and the 
Body ſtolen. 
2 | 4 cannot bet abliere'to-your deen, tht al thoſe Che 


Grounds page 33. 
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„ Suppoſe thee it vr bewegt 
| of the Way of 


"What 5s tobe objected ? Tou think he esche too ſoon ; büt 


— — — — 
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; the Day when we reckon by ſo many Days, If you agree to 


3 lay 


P . 
* 
5 | 


(969 A 
tin to, Maſſeß e riot fob r Ir Napbert wand e 0 


Tomb; ace there were Numbers always prefent ſufficient to 
derer any eau, the only Method that could be aeg! i 


the Caſe; 1! 7 4 0 000057 10 | 
a actory Account 
the Tias fo the Crucifixion to 


ths ReſurreQtion ; yet this we can ſay, that the Reſurreftion 
== during the Time that the Guards had the Sepulchte 
ping, and it is impoſfible to imagine what Opportunt+ 


this could give Fre; had the 
Guards removed, and then 4 Reſurrection 3 ey it 
might wich ſome Colour of Reafon Have been ſaid, why did 
be not come within bis Tim why did tie chuſe to 0 
after is Time, vhen all Wittelles, Who Hat patiently ex- 
the appointed Hour, were "withdrawn ? But now 


betn delayed, and 


were not your Guards at the Door when be came? Did they 

got ſde What happen'd ? Aud what other Satisfaction could 

Jon bave Had ſuf poſing he had come a Day later! 

By Dinge this, I do not mean to decline the Gentle- 
mund Objettion, which is founded upon a Miſtake of a Way 
el ſpeaking, common to the Jeu and other People; who, 
When they name any Number of Days and Years, ibclüde 
the N and the laſt of the Days or s make up the 
Chriſt, alluding to bis own Reſurrection, ſays, In 
3 1 raift it up. be Angels report his Prediction 
thus: The Sen of Man ſhalt be crucified, and the third Bag 
e again. Elſewhere it is ſaid, After three Days ; and a> 
gain, that he was to be in the Bowels of the Earl 
three Days and three Nightr. Theſe Expreflions are equi- 
valent to afro other, for we always reckon the Night inte 


do a Thing ten Days hence. you Ntipulate for Forbearagee 
for the Nights as well as Days; and therefor reckoning 
two Days, and two Days and two Nights are the fame Thing, 
That the Expreſſion, after thrte Days, means incluſive Days, 
is proved by Grotius on Matt, xxvii. 63, and dy others. 
' Phe Prediction therefor was, "that he would riſe ou the third 


Day, Now, he was car on . * ne 


— 


£9 5 r 
oc the Genlewan thinks he ugh not o be 


* — Te 
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pet io have 
I Manday, Pray try what the Je of common K 
equizes to be underſtood in a like Ce. Suppole you 
old that your Friend ficken'd-0n Friday, was let vignd og 
Saturday, and the third Day he dyed? What Day do 1908 © 
hipk be dycd on? If you. have any Doubt, about ity pub 
he Queſtion to the firſt plain, Man yu meet, and he I tet 
alve.it,. The Zews could have 22 Deus ig this Calc, fer. 
0 they pradtis'd in one of he higheſt Points of thein Law 
very Male Child was to be circomciſed on the eighth Day, © | 
ow did they reckon the Days ? Why, the Dey of the Bü 
was one, zud the Day of the Cixeumciſion angther; ane 
a0 a Child was born towards the very End of che Geſt Day, ' 
de was capable of Citenmweiſion n any Time af dhe eighth © 
day; and therefar it ig nt new nar ſtrantze Aist the third 
Day in our Caſe ſhould. be reckoned into the Numper, the? . 
hriſt roſe at the very Beginning of it ; it is more ſtrauge te 
eckon Whole Years in this Manner, and yet this is the ge 
Nant Method whlerr'd in Ptolemy's —_ OE valoable | | 
Piece of ancient Chrogology, next to the Bible, now extant. 
. King lived over the firſt Day of a. Year, and dyed. the ) 
Week after, that whole Near is reckoned to bis Reign. 
I hare gow gone thre! the ſeveral Otjections upon this Head. 
pbat Credit they may gaio in this Age I know not-; butin | 
s plain they had no Credit when they were firſt ſpread a- 
broad ; nay, it is evident” that the very Perſons who ſet 
abroad this Story of the Body being ſtolen, did ngt believe  - 
it themſelves. Ang not to inſiſt here upon the plan Fact, 
which was, that the Guards wer 8 tell this Lle by 
the Chief Prieſts, it will appear from the After conduct of 
the Chief Prieſts themſelves that they were conſcipus that 
e Story. was falſe... Not long after he Refurrection of 
Chriſt, the Diſciples having received new Power from above, 
peared publickly in Jeruſalmm, aud in the very Temple, 
and teſtify d the Reſurrection of Chriſt, even before thoſe 
Who had murder d him. What now do the Chief Prieſts 
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werd 
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me 
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do. ? They lay Hands upon the Apolitles, they tbreateu them, 


0 (3s) 
dente inſiſting that they ſhovld ſay no more of the 
r, But by did they not, when they had the Diſci 
In their” Fower, charge them directly with their notorious 
— Chear'in ſtealing the Body, and expoſe them to the People 
Impoſtors? "This had been much more to their Purpoſe 
all their Menaces' and ill 1 and would mote effec- 
telly have 'undeceiv'd the ; but of this not one 
Ss d; they try to murder them, enter into Combinations 
to aſſaſſinate . prevail with Herod to put one of them 
to denth, but not ſo. much as a Charge againſt them of a 
Früdd in the Reſurrettion; their Orator Fertullus, who coul 
* "not have miſs'd io fine a Topic « of Declamation, had 
/ "been but Sufpicion to ſupport it, is ite ſilent on this 
Hekd, and js content to fluuriſh on the ommon-Place c 
7 Setition and "Hereſy, profaning the Temple, and the like, 
very Trifles to his Cauſe, in Colajeriiph to the other Accu- 
lation, had there been any Ground to make Uſe of it; aud 
yer as it happens we are ſure the very Queſtion of the Reſur- 
rection came under Debate: for Feſtus tells King Agrippa 
that the Jews had certain Queſtions againſt Paul, & 
eee whom Paul affirm'd to d alive. 
is, Agrippa hearts Paul. himſelf, and had he ſuſpe 
much leſs ad he been convinced that there was s Ch 
ahe Reſurrection, he would hardly have ſaid to Paul at the 
Kad of the Conference, Mime theu Profuadet me to ** 
Cbritiun. 
Hut let vs "what the Cannci/ and Senate of the Obil 
of Iſfael thought of this Matter in the moſt ſolemn and erty 
Jus Deliberdtion they ever had about it. Not long after 
the Reſue rc ion the Apoſiles were taken ; the High · Prieſt 
4hought the: Matter of that Weight, that he fommon'd' the 
*tounti]/and Senate of the Children of ral; the Apoſtles 
are brought before them, aud make their Defence; Part of 
| of Defence is ny theſe aged The God of aur Fathers _ 
np Iglu, whim ye flew: and hanged on a Tres. 
cnce ;99.4 indeed a heavy Charge upon the Senate, and 
the Warmth of their Anger their: firſt Reſolution was tb 
"ſay them alla but Gamaiiel, one of the Council, ſtood op; 
And told them that the. * deſet vd more:Conſiderationn, 
„ Acts © / | 


EF „ 
: , 


Ol 


ys 


— 


TH) 


recounted to thim-the Hiftory'of ſeveral Tmpoftors 
* ich'd, and” cohdluded with Reſpect to the Caſe of the 
les then before them; 7 e = wil | 


by ry es 1 SB 8 DES 
15 

agreed io "his Advice, 24 8 mT Freatinent the . 
poſtles were een of 
common Senſe anſwer : 


4 


Senate col ie this Advice, had they believed * 
covery of the Cheat? Was there Er 
wiſe enough to fay, how can you to have an 
Thing to do in "this Affair, e Ne of Jefus, 
upon which all depends, was a notorious Cheat, and man- 
feſtly proved to be io ? T hovld but leſſen” the Weight of 

this Authority dy faying'more, and therefore I will reſt here, ; 
— 6 give Way to the Gentleman th. go 6h with his Aen. | 
Mr. A. My Lord, before 1 pot fre, I 

| 2 to what * La 


ur oüght to have made the Jews quite unconcern d it 
the Caſe of Foſs, and ſecure as to the Event of bis owt Reſur- 
reRion? He ſays very true, their Cure had been 
for themſelves o I bet See have ee \ 
their Hands, the of their People ;* 8 ; 
for them to guar being imp hes) they 
muſt ee guard the M bande ag dan 7 
Ee SN eps wed inept 
in the Caſe '6f Lazarus faw the People deceived 
by it; aud for this Reaſon, ” and 01 for this own — 
dn, they ud the Cation in the Caſe of the ReſurreQion 


of Jelas, which] deep IE BREE 


ire e juſtifyd, and the 
Side; between their of Jeſus,' ys. robe rn 


eps d en by his pretended ReſotreQiov, is folly anf 


15 
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be N 


allotted them in the Management of the ele 
an unaccountable Change in their Character ; it wi 
A will baye Occaſion for x 
eee 2 
an 


gels; P 
den ibe other Side will be found 10 be this, that, 1 was 
Change a little earlier than he does; a ſmall Matter 

to determine the Rightof this Conutrove 

The laſt Obſervation relates to King Agrippd's Complai- 
| 3 8 ATE. 462008 apiece tas 


avpur cf 4 whe Apoſtles, and might think pu prudent t 

i patty 415%; ep over in . not to come to 

3h this: is a common Caſe Governments, "The Mol 
1 . eſcape Puniſnment, not 
then do not deſer ve it, but becaule i *. not in ſome Gircume 


8 prudent to exact it, Jie 
A paßt over these Thiogs lightly, becauſe. the nent 
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fance; the only great 
work bad 8 the reti, it is nothivg 
the Story has beet convey'd to us upon hack by ee 


ler l fer port the Weight laid on it, * 
My Lord, A al te to enter upod” 


to the Qualificatios of the particular Witneſſes, ' whols 
Words we are defired to take in this Caſe; 1 would alt 
why this Evidence, which u 
ſential Point of Chriſtianity, was not put beyond all Excep- 


—— 
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the Streets, 
on of all the World; but the like is not ſo much as pretend- 
ed as to this; nay, we have it upon the Confeſſion of Peter; 
the Ring jeader of the Apoſtles, that Chriſt a phat 
unto all the People, but unto Witneſſes che wn bh. * 

65 picking and culling of Witneſſes in more 


an a gory Ga e Suſpicion, rails! 
L that this Caſs" would not bear er the Fü 


Pt more particularly, why dic not Jeſu 
Ris Reſurrection appeak, 0 openly to the Chief 
Torr of the Jews ? 81 ce his Commiſſion related to then 

Manner, why were not his Credentials laid before 
then The Reſurrection is acknow 10 de the chief 
Proof of bis Miffion,' why then was it coticealed from ese 
who were mbre than ali others concern u in the Event 
his Miſbog ? Suppoſe an Ambaſſador: from ſome 
Prince ſhould come- into England. make bis public "Entry 
thro' London, pay avid receive, Viſits,” and at lat refuse wo 


that Caſe you mult think in this, for there is no Difference 
between them. 
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proper in this Caſe to have ſelect, choſen Witneſſes 3 fuck 
we muſt now conſider who they were, and what Reaſdit we 
have to take their Word. a 
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the aft 0 b 73 
Article of this Caſe; the Nature of the Evidence upon Wie 
the Credit of the RefurreQtion Rauds. Before 1 enquire uu 


relates to the moſt" eſs 


tion ? Many of the Miracles of Cbrif are faid to be Fav 
nay, eren in the Temple, under the Obſervatl“ 


K 


z ane} | 


„Acts x. 40. | Tha | 


\ 
| 
| 
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ſhew any Letters of Credence, bt tw wait om the King, what + © 
would you think of him? Rater you would think in 


But we muſt take the Evidence as it to, it was thooght - 
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I | Was not he; tell ps therefor upon what Account you hr 
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3 tay. 
6d 1 th by mink arg (a0 went 4 they 25 5 


appear'd: like Men, upon what 
a Ws Pio them for Angels ? A. os or Et 


poke therefor can witneſs only to the {lng of Mev 3 he 
ſuppoſe it is the Womens Judgment, and hot their Evi 
, that * are to follow in 2 Cole we. on we 
hare 38 one Apparition to ſupport the Credit of and 
. * the d n an Appricon hath not fo muck 
hy Evidence of the Women to ſupport it, but is ground. 
oy on theic Superſtition, Igaorance, and Fear; every Coons 
y can afford an hundred Inſtances of this Kind ; and there 
ie this common to them all, that as Learning and commoũ 
. in any, ConntrFy. they die away, N bi 
- ore heard of. 
The next Witneſſes are the Wothen thewlely 
wiſeſt Men can hardly guard themſelves againſt the 7 
Super ſtition, poor filly Women therefor in this Caſe m 


2 be d Witneſſes, and fir to be admitt 
to 


) 


the Number of the choſen Witneſſes to atteſt this 2 
One Part of the Account given of them is very rational, mot 
hey were ſurpriz'd and frighten'd. beyond Meaſure; and 
ve it to your- Lordſhip and the Court to judge how w well 
qualify 'd-they were to give a juſt Relation of what paſs'd. 
After this, Jeſus appears io two of his Diſciples as. the 
were upon a-Journey ; he joins them. and introduces a Di 
courſe about himfelf, and ſpent mech Time, till it began to 
ow dark, in expoundio the Prophecies relating to the 
Peat and Reſurrection of the Meſſias; all this white the 
iſciples knew him not; but then going ints a Honſe to 
1 together, at Supper he broke Bread, and gate it to 
immediately they knew him, immediately he vagifh'd 
2 are two Witneſſes more, but What will you calf 
? Eye- -Witneſſes ? Why, their Eyes were open and 


they had their Senſes when he reaſon'd with them, and Bey 
knew him not; ſo far therefor they are Witneſſes that 


he Evidence of their Senſe before the breakiog " Bread,' 
{000 inſiſt on it afterwards? And why Gd J e 
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hv g known ? which bas mars of 
nnn 
Cleepat, ho was gone of 
3 to make the 
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Croſs. RN. what A was it they examined? the 
that came in when the Doors were ſhut, the * 
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al Body ſobſiſt with het after wards? 
There are more Appearances of i N Aut "= 
moch of the ſame Kind, ſo liable to the ſame Difficulties and 
Objectione, that I will not trouble your Lordſhip and the 
Court with a diſtin Enumeration of them; if the Gentle» 
man on the other Side finds any. Advantage in any of them 
more than in theſe mentioned, 1 {hall have. an Opportugity 
to conſider them in my Reply. 
It may ſcem ſurpfifing to you perhaps that a Matter af 
this Moment was truſted upop its & Evidence as this; but 
it will be ſtill more ſurpriſing|to coder, that the fey 
Nations who received the Goloel, and ſubmitted to the Fai 
of this Article, had not even this Evidence; for What 
People or Nation had the Evidence of the Angels, the Wor | 
men, or even of all the Apoſtles? fo far from it, that every 
Country had its ſingle Apoſtle, and received the Faith upon 
the Credit of his ſingle Evidence; we have followed our An- 
ceſtors * 1 you examine the Thing . 
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Polſibility of the Thing is a Support to the Evidence, and 


tay 


N 


ns 
ervation mores, 
in common Life we act in a thous, 


ofgn e Man. 
**T ſhall trouble you,” Sie, bot with one  Obſer 
1 is this; that altho? 


ind Inſtances Ef Dol god Credit 1 rot Teſli- 

ony, vet the leaſon or ſo doing is not the ſame in 
Cale before us; in common Affairs, where nothing i 1 . ? 
eld but what is probable and poſſible, and according to the 
uſual Courſe of Nature, a reaſonable Degree of Evidence, 


: 


ovght to determine every Man ; for the Very 1 


fuch Caſes we have no Doubt bur a Mans Senſes qualify. hi 
to be a Witneſs ; but when the Thing, teſtify d is ipal to 
the Order of Nature, and, at firſt Sigbt. at aſt, im 

what Evidence can be ſufficient to over. turn th e conſtant por of 


dence of Nature, which ſhe gives us in the conſtant aud re- 


ular Method of her Operations ? If a Man tells me he bas 

in France, Tought to give a Reaſon for not believing. 

him; but if he tells me he comes from the Grave, w 1.01. 
Reaſon can he give why I ſhould believe him? Is the 


| Before os, ſince the Body, railed from the Grape differed 
; from common natural Bodies, às we have before ſeen, 21 


can be aſſured that the Apoſtles Senſes qualified them to 
Judge at all of this Body, whether it was the ſame or not 
the ſame which was bury'd ; They handled the Body, which, 
yet could paſs through | Doors and Walls; they ſaw * 
and ſometimes knew it, at other Times knew it not; in a 


| Word, it ſeems to be a Caſe cxempt from human Evidence. 


Men have limited Senſes, and a limited Reaſon ; when they 


act within their Limits we may give Credit to them, but 
| when they talk of Things removed beyond the Reach of theit 
Senſes and Reaſon, we m wult quit our owp if we deliere 


WF, 


"Mr. B. My Lord, In anfwering the Objections under this 


Head. A5 mall find myſelf obliged to change the Order in 
WM bich tlie Gentleman thought proper to place them ; he be: 
gin with compfaining that Chriſt did bot appear publickly 


ro the eus afrer his Reſurtection, and eſpecially. to the 


x hier: Prieſts and Rulers, and ſcemed to argue as If ſuch 


Evidence 


his Meaning muſt be, that che Teſtimony of Witneſſes is wg. 


* 
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vidence would. | tter in Queſtion ont. of. 
Bu but = os 3 ith an Obſervation to prove that < 
3 Caſe can be ſofficient ; that a; Reſurrecs © /* 
tion is a Thing in Nature impoſlible, at leaſt, impo 170 1 
be proved to the Satisfaction of @ rational Enguirer. If this - 
be the Caſe, why does, he require more Evidence, ſince none 
can be-fufficient ? Or m what Purpoſe is it to vindicate th 
particular Evidence of the Reſurrection ot Chriſt, fo long as 
this general Prejudice, that a Reſurrection is incapable of ber 
ing proved, remains untemoved? I am under a_Neccſlity 
therefor to conſider e in the firſt Place, thak 
it may not lie as a dead Weight upon all I have wo ig 
Svppoyt. of the Evidence of, Chriſt's Reſurtection. 
The Gentleman allows it to be reaſonable in many Caſes 
to act upon the Teſtimony and Credit of others, but he 
thinks 'this'ſhop]d he confined to ſuch. Caſes where the Thing 
teflified Is prodable, poſſible, and according to the uſual, C, 
of Nature, The Gentleman does not, I ſuppoſe, preteud _ 
to know the Extent of all natural Poſlibilicies, much lels | 
will be ſuppoſe them to be generally known; and therefof 
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93 


in any other Senſe, we can have no Diſpute ; for mere Im 
ſibilities, which can never exiſt, can never be proyed ; tak- 
ing the  Obſeryation therefor In this Seoſe, the Propaigi 
is this ; that the Teſtimony of athers ought not to be ad- | 
mitted but in ſuch Matters as, appear probable, at leaſt poſ- | 
ſible to our Conceptipns ; For Inſtance ; a Man who, lives 
Jn a witm Climate, and hever ſaw Ice, ought upon no Eyj- 
dence to believe that Riyers freeze and grow hard in cold 
Countries ; far it is improbable, contrary to the uſual Courſe 
of Nature, and impoſſible according to his Notion of Things ; 
and yet we all know that this is a plain, mavifeſt Cafe, dif- 
cernible by the Senſes of Men, | of \which therefor. they are 
qualified to be good Witneſſes. An hundred ſuch Inſtances 
might be named, but it is needleſs ; for ſurely nothing is 
more apparently abſurd, than to make one Mans Ability in 
diſcerning. and his Veracity in reporting plain Facts, dę- 
pend upon the Skill or Ignoranc % of th Hearer, Ang —_ 


2 


be received only in Caſes which appear ta us to be e 


i 
114 
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. gaiuſt an hundred honeſt Wirneſſes, who aſſert that * 


and reporting the Fact in one Caſe as in the other Shou 
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ki TR: ſaid opon this Occaſion * de Rel 
rection, more than any Man Who never faw Ice might ſay 4. 


durns to Ice in cold Climates 
n is very true that Men do not ſo eaſil 
Telſlimony of others, Things which'to them ſe 
or impoſſible, but the Reaſon is not becauſe the vet 55 th 
28mits of no Evidence, but/becanſe the 'Hearer's pre- con 
ceived Opinion outweighs the Credit of the Re pore and 
makes his Veracity to be called in Queſtion: ; D 
it is natural for 4 Stone to roll dowß. hill, it_is Nen 
for it to roll up bill; but a Stone moving up-hill is as mn 
the Object of Senſe as a Stone moving 90 hn hill ; and 4 
Men in their Senſes are as capable of ſeeing, and Judging, 


3 


— 


a Man then tell you that he ſaw à Stone go up- hill ofits own 
accord, you might queſtion his Veracity, but you could 
not ſay the Thing admitted no Evidence becauſe it was coft- 
trary to the Law and uſual Courſe of Nature ; for the Lay 
of Nature formed to yourſelf from your own Experience 3 
| — 2 is quite independent of the Matter o Fatt w 
e Man teſtifies ; and whenever you fee acts yourſelf 
which contradi&t your Notions of t 85 yob 
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| not admit like Facts upon the Evidence of others, It. is x! 
$ 


j 3 poſe a Man ſhould tell you that be wis bone fibea ith 


admit the Facts becauſe you believe yourſelf; when you dp 


cavſe you do not believe them, and not becauſe the Fact 
7 own Nature exclude all Evidence. 


Dead. you would be apt to ſuſpect his Evidence ; but what 
would you Jen ape ? that he was not alive, when you oo | 
him, ſaw him, felt him, and couyerſed W. him? You 4 x 
not ſuſpect this without giving up all you wes, and acti 
In this Caſe as you act in no other; then you would 
"ueſtion whether the Man had ever been dead; bot woull 
Fol fy that it is incapable of being made plain by human 
"Teſtimony that this or that Man died a Year ago ? It can't 
% fad, Evidence in this Caſe is admitted in all Courts 


aten it the oel Way. dre you faw 'a Min 
publicky 
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'blickly' executed; his Body altern | 
Ec, and ich oo laid the Grave ; thi aft 
this you ſhould be told, that the Man Was code 10 Life g. 
gain; what. would you fuſpect in this Caſe? pot that } | 
Man had never been dead, for that you ſaw y Nw 18 
you would ſuſpect whether he was now alive 
you ſay this Caſe gxcluded all human Teſtimony, Aid char 
Men could not poffibiy diſcern Whether ogg with bord the 
converſed familiarly was, alive or no ? Upon what Grout 
could you {ay this? A Man riſing from the Grave is ai. 
ject of Senle, and cin give the ſame Evidence of his being _ 
alive as Joy” other Man in the World can glve. ' 80 that, $ 
Reſurtecti nde e ooly as a Fact ic be proved by Exi- 
dence, is a plain Caſe 3 it requires no greater Ability 3 in 
Witneſſes, than that they be able to 
Man dead and a Man alive ; 3. Feigt, in Which 1 
every Man living thinks himſelf a "Judge: 
I do allow that this Caſe, and 9 1 
quire mote Evidence to- gi 
Caſes do; you may therefe 
than in other cake but it is 
admit no Evidence, when the 
feſtly Objects of Sebie. py 

1 allow further, th at the ne 1 
Difficulty upon Ret Foot of, common. 105 
ariſes ffom hence that ſuch Caſes, 85 rary 4 
the Courſe of Nature; but 1 deſire 9 49 to . what 
Courſe of Nature is; very Min, from the lowelt Country- 
man to the highelt Philo frames to-bimſelf from * 
a 3 and e Ty 570 of 525 Ae | 
and is rea * of ey report ted to bim £ 
tradicts bis ky perience, REN 41 to Nature ; 3 55 
will the Sent ug ſay that "Thipg is impollible 
even improbable, that eh the None which 
frame to themſelyes of the Courſe of Nature 2 1 think be wil 
not fay it 3 .and if he will, be mult ay that Water can 
freete, for it ix abſolutely incomſiltent with the Notion which 
Men have of ; 70515 Courſe of 1 who live in the warta C- 
ag ag ce it on, at when Ved. ED 
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gg of Nature, really talk of their own Prejudice 
 Imnaginatiods, 8, Re Senſe and Reafon are not ſo m 
| Eoticerhed in the Caſe as 'the Gentleman imagines. Por 1 
"af; Is it from the Evidence of Senſe or the blows - 
Reaſon that 'Peo ple of warm Climates think it _cqntrary 
| 7 age Water ſhould grow ſolid and begome Ice 5 AY 
Fo ſe, they fee indeed tha bat Water with them is 3 | 
- Pals, but none of their * t that it can vever t 
ow fond ; as for Reaſon, it can never ſo in orm them, for a 
ht Reaſon can neyer contradict the: Truth pf Things, Wl © 
Our Senſes then inform us rightly what the ufual Courſe of Wl ® 
Things is; but when we conclude that "Thivgs cannot be J 
otherwiſe, we out-Tun the Information of our Scaſes, aud 
- "the Concluſion ſtands upon Prejudice, aud not upon Reaſon ; \ 
Aud yet ſuch Concluſions form what i is enerally called the t 
Courſe of Nature. ; and when Men ypon 3 7 Evidence Wl 
aud Informations admit Things contrary to this preſuppoſed x 
Courſe of Natgre, the) do not, as the Gentleman expreſſes: ! 
It, quit their own See and Reaſon, but in Truth, they quir\ BY / 
the r own Miſtak $ and Prejudices. i 
i the Caſe before ns, the Caſe of the Reſurrettion,” the 
it Difficulty ariſes from the like Prejudice. We all know 
"Experience that all Men die, and rife no morg ; therefg 
we conclude, that for a dead Man to riſe to Life again, 1s 
contrary to the Courſe of Nature ; aud Krug, y it. A 
rrary to the uniform and ſettled Courts 
we ar be from hen nce, that it is cantrary And re ON * 
the real Laws of f Nature, and abſolutely cmpoſfile on that | 
N we argue Vithodt aoy Foundation ta ſupport us, 
e from our Senſes or our 1 We ' cannot leatn 
from our "Eyes, or Feeling, or any oth er Senſe, that it'is 
| 1 15 Mible for a dead Body to live again 3 if we learn it at 
all, it wuſt be from our Reaſon ; and vet what one Maxich 
of: Reuſon is coutratlifted by the Sh ppoſi tion of a Reſurrecti - 
on For my on Part, When 1 lice how L live; het 
alf the animal Motions neceſſary” to ay Life are independetit | 
| of my Will; that my Heart beats . Conſent, aud 
iikobt my. 'Di ireQion ; thatDigeſlion and Nia ritiod are per- 
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Blood woves 4a; a | perpetial. Round, which is t to 
known Laws of Motion, I cannot but think that the 
vation of my Life, in every Moment of it, is as great at Ai 
of Power. as. is neceſſary to raiſe 4 dead Man to Life ;* 
whoeyer ſo far reflects upon his own Beiug as to cove 
that be dwes it to a ſupctior Power, muſt needs think 
the ſane Power which gave Life to ſenſeleſs Matter at” 
and ſet all the Sprig and Movements a eh at the ble 
ning, can reſtore Life to 'a dead Body; rely it is oor” 
a greater Thing ta give Life toa Body once dead than 10 1 
Body that neyer way Alive. IE EIS 
In the beat Place. muſt be conliderts' the Difficulties. 
which the N has laid before you with Regard to 
the Nature Chriſt's s Body after the Reſurrection; he has 
Le Ne Paſſag es wa he thinks imply that the Body 
was not a real Be Body, but a mere Phantom'or Appa- 


« 
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rition; and thence chgeludes, that there being no e | 


ject of Senſe, there can be no Evidence in the Caſe. 


Preſumptions are of ns Weight againſt. poſitive Eyidents, | 
and every -Accoynt of che ReſurreCtion aſſhres'us that the” - © 


Body of Chriſt was ſeen, felt, and handled by many Pe 
who were calld upon Chriſt to do, that they might be 
aſſured that he Had Fleſh agd Bones, and was tiot ü ers 


Spectre, as they in theit firſt Surpriſe imagined hind to be; it, | 


i impoſſible thar-iHey who give this Account ſhould mean by 


any Thing they report to imply that he had nd real Body ;;- - 


it is certain then, that When the Gentleman makes Uſe: of; 
what they ſay 10 this Purpoſe, he uſes. their Sayings contrary - 
to their Meaning; for it is not pretended iat ay ſay that-: 


Chriſt had not a real buman Body after the RefurreQiow. ;; 


nor is it pretended they. had any ſuch Thought except only. - 
upon the firſt Surpriſe of ſecing h | 
examined hidi with their Eyes and Hands ; but ſomething. 
they — ſaid, which the Gentleman, according to his Nos 
tions of Philofophy, thinks implies that the Body was "el 
real. To clear this Point n [ wpſt lay before you! 

the Paſſages referred to, aud conſide 
man reaſons from them. 


The ficſt ne relates to Mary Marla who he a 
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ae. before whey ha. 


july che dee, ' 
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he fave Chriſt, was going to embrace. his Feet, at 
Cuſtom of tha Covatty was ; Chriſt ſays to her, * Touch 

not, Jr 1 ar not yet aſcended te my Father . but go to'my 
12 and tell them, Kc. Nele the Gentleman | con 
Hoek that Chriſt's Body was not ſuch an one as would bear 
| Touch; but how he infer this ? 1s it fiom theſe 
ns 35 Tach m. not / It candet be; for Thoulands, ſay it 
| 07. 
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ay, Without giving'the leaſt Suſpi icion that their Bo- 
re, not capable of being touched; To Concluſion” then 
” 8 I other Words, for am not yet a 
e&d to my Father. But what have thele Words to do 10 
Reality of his Body? It might be real or got real for any 
ing that is here ſaid ; there is a Difficalty in theſe Words, 
und It may be hard to give the true Senſe of them; but 
e is no Difficulty in ſeeing that they have no Relation to 
e Nature of Chriſt's Body, tor of his Body nothing, is ſaid; 
natural Senſe of the Place, as I collect by comparing 
this Paſſage with Mat. xxviii. 9, is this: Mary Magdalen, 
upon ſeeing Jeſus, fell at his Feet, and laid hold of them, 
and beld them, as if ſhe meant never to let them go; Chriſt 
| to ber, Touch me not, or hang not about me how, 
1 *& you a will bave other O pportunities of ſeeing me, for 1 go 
vor pet to my Father; loſe no Time then, but go quick- 
1 4 ry with my Meſſage to my Brethren,” I am not concerns 
Wl N ſhpport this parent Interpretation of the Paſſage, it 
Wh ufficient to my Purpaſe to ſhew that the Words cannot 
yo relate 19 the 1 ature of Chtiſt's 1 one War ot 
er 
The next Paſſage relates to \ Chriſt's joining two of his Dif- 
ples upon the Road, and converſing with them without be- 
Ig known by them; it grew dark, | they preſſed him to ſtay 
With them that Night; ; be went in with them, Proke 
yy 5 and bleſſed it and gave it eb. nd then they knew 
| Kim, and immediately he diſappeared. 

Ihe Circumſtance of diſappearing ſhall be contact un- 
der the next Head, with. other ObjeCtions of the like Kiad; 
at preſent 1 ſball only examine the other Parts of this Story, 
and enqulre whether they afford any Ground to conclude that 

de Body of Chriſt was not a real one. Had this Piece of 
Hibory been related of any other Perſon, I think fo Tich 
* John XX. 17. Suſpicion 
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Sulpicion could have ariſen. ; for, what is there 1 
uncommon in this Account? Two Men meet an Acquain» 
tance, whom they thought, dead ; they converſe with 3 9 
for ſome Time without ſuſpecting who he was, the very.P a 
ſuaſion they were under that he was dead contributed gr 
to their not knowing him ;. beſides, he appeared in an 14 
aud Form different from what he: aled when be converſed 
with them; appeared to them on à Journey, and walking 
with them ide by Side, in which Situation no one of the 
Company has a full View of another; afterwards, when they 
were at Supper. together, and Lights brought in, Fang + plain- 
ly diſcerned;who he was. Upon this the Gentle- 
man aſks what Sort of Witneſles theſe are? Eye witneſſes ? 
No; before Supper they were Eye-witneſſes, ſays the 
Gentleman, that — Perſon whom they ſaw was not Chriſt; 
and then he demands a Reaſon for our ks” the Evidence 
of their Senſe when they did not know Chriſt, and inſiſting 
on it when they did. 

It is no uncommon Thiog 435 Men to catch themlelves 
and others by ſach notable = Queſtions, and to be led by 
the Sprightlineſs of their Imagination out of the Road of = 
Truth 1— common Senſe. I beg leave to tell the Gentle- 
man a ſhort. Story, and then to aſk him his own Queſtions | 
A certain Gentleman who had been ſome Years abroad, hap- 
pened in hig Return to England'thro' Paris to meet bis on 
Siſter there. She got expecting to ſee him there, not he tis | 
ſce her, they converſed together with other Company at's © E 
public Houfe for great part of a Day without 2 rate Ke | 
other, At laſt the Lady began to f 1 
order; her Colour came and went, and T of tus 
Company were drawn towards her, and then ſhe cried nt 
Oh my Brother ! and was bardly, held from fainting. Sup» 
pole now this Lady were to d Oath in a Court df 
Juſtice that ſhe faw her Brother * Paris, 1 would aſk the 
Gentleman whether he would object to the Evidence, and 
ſay that ſhe was as good an Ey e-witneſs that her Brother 
was not there as that he was, = demand of the Court why. 
they rejected the Evidence of m_ when ſhe did. nog 


know her Brother, aud were re 1 he 
Ms 5 A" Gid 2 
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did ? When the Queſtion i is anſwered in this Caſe, I defire on: 
ly to have the Benefit'of it in the Caſe now before you. But 
if you ſhall be of Opinion that there was ſome extraordinary 
Power uſed on this Occaſion,” and incline to think that the 
| Expreſſion (their Eyes were holden) imports as much; then 
+, the Cafe will fall under the next Article. In which ' 

We are to conſider Chriſt's vaniſhing out of Sight, his 
coming in and going out when the Doors were ſhut, and 
ſuch like Paſſages ; which, as they fall under one CORN 
Ehen. ſo I ſhall f} peak of them together. 

But it is neceſſary firſt to ſee what the A pollles affirm dif 
Unctly in their Accounts of theſe Facts; for [ think more 
has been ſaid-for them than ever they faid, or intended to 
Hy for themſelves. In one Place, “ it is faid he vaui/bed out 

/ their Sight, Which Tranſlation is corrected in the Margin 
ot our Bibles thus, he ceaſed to be ſeen of them. Ang the O- 
riginal + imports no more. 

It is ſaid in another Place, that the Diſciples being to. 
gether, and the Doors Hut, Jeſus came and ſtood in the midſt 
of them; how he came is not ſaid, much lefs is it ſaiĩd that 
he came through the Door, or the Key-hole ; and for any 
Thing that is ſaid to the contrary, he might come in at the 
Door, tho” the Diſciples faw not the Door open, nor bim, 
till he was In the midſt of them ; but the Gentleman 9 
theſe Paſſages prove that the Diſciples ſaw no real Body, but 
an Apparition. I am afraid that the Gentleman, after all 
His Contempt of Apparitions, and the Superſtition on which 
they are founded, is fallen into the Snare himſelf, and is ar- 
guing upon no better Principles than the common Notions 
which the Vulgar have of Apparitions ; why elſe does he 
imagine theſe Paſſages to be inconſiftent with the Reality of 
- Chriſt's Body? Is there no Way for a real Body to diſap- 
pear ? Try the Experiment now, do but put out the Candles, 
we ſhall all diſappear ; if a Man falls aſleep in the Day time, 
all Things diſappear to him, his Senſes are all lock'd up, and 
yet all Things about him continue to be real, and his Senſes 

Re perfect; as ſhutting out all Rays of Light would 
make all Things diſappear, fo intercepting the Rays of 
. Light from any particular er would make that diſappear ; 


»Lake xxiv. 31. b Aphantos egeneto. 
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perhaps ſomething like this was the Caſe, or perhaps ſome. 0 

thing elſe, of which we know nothing; but be the Caſe 

— je will, the Geutlemans Concluſion is founded an no 

Principle of true Philoſophy; for it does not 3 

Body is not real becauſe 1 loſe Sight of it ſudden] e 

be told perhaps that this Way of accounting for Paſſage ö 

is as wonderful, and as much out of the common Courſe of 

Tbiogs as the other ; per baps it is ſo, and what then ? Sutre- 

ly the Gentleman does not expect, that in order to prove the 

Reality of the greateſt Mracle that ever was, I ſhould ſhew' [ 

that there was nothing Miraculous io it, but that every rr 

happened apcording to the ordinary Courſe of Things ? My 

only Concan is to ſhew, that theſe Paſſages creed 

that the Body of Chriſt after the Relurrection was uo ren 

Body. 1 wonder the Gentleman did not carry his A 

a little further, and prove that Chriſt before his Death bad 

no real Body; for we read that when the Multitude would 

have thrown him down a Precipice, he went thro! the Midſt) 

of them unſeen - Now nothing happened after his Reſurrec - 

tion more unaccountable than this that happened before it 4 | 

and if the Argument he good at all, it will be good to 

that there never was ſach a Manas Jeſus in the World. per- 

haps the Gentleman may think- this a little too much to 

prove; and if he does, I hope he will quit the Argument 

in one Caſe 48 well as in . mann * i 

aone, —» | 
Rasen upon to prove the Reality 4 

Chriſt's Body, and that it was the fame after the Relurrefti- | 

on that it was before; but the next Objection complains, that 

the Body was too much the ſame with that which was buri= ' 

ed, for the Gentleman thinks that it bad the ſame mortal 

Wounds open and uncured of which he died; his Obſerva- 

fon is grounded upon the Words. hich Chriſt uſes to T 

mas, v Reach hither thy Finger, and behold my Hands ; and 

| reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side. Is it here 

affirmed that Thomas did actually put b Hand into bis Side, 

or ſo much as ſee his Wo unds and bleeding 1 

mals Du ubm, ee 1 
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he bad wo Wounds, be 1 invited Head oh 
probe them. Now the Meaning of Chriſt will beſt appear 
by an Account of the Occaſion he had te uſe this Speech 
He had appeared to his Diſciptes in the Abſence of hm, 
and ſhewn-them his Hands and Feet, which (till had the 

Marks of his Crucifixion : The Diſciples report this to 7 
he thought the Thing — and expreſſed his Unbelie 
as Men are apt to do when they are poſitive in a very N 
vagant Manner: You talk, ſay + he, of the Prints of the 

Nails in his Hands and Feet; for my Part, 11! never believe 
this Thing, except I ſball ſee in his Hands the Print of the Nails. 
and put my Finger into the Print of the Nails, and thruſt my 
Hand into his Side. Now in the firſt Place, dere l is nothing 
faid of open Wounds, Themas talks only of putting his Fin- 
ger into the Print, that. is, the Scar of the Nalls, and of 
- thruſting his Hand into his Side. And in commos Speech} 
to thruſt an Hand into any one's Side does not fignify - 

to thruſt it thro' the Side into the Bowels. Upon 
this Interpretation of the Words, which is a plain and na- 
tural one, the Gentlemans Objection is quite gone. But 
| ſuppoſe Thomas to mean what the Gentleman means, in that 
Eaſe the Words of Chriſt are manifeſtly a ſevere Reproach: 
to him for his Infidelity ; here, ſays Chriſt, are my Hands 
and my Side, take the Satisfaction you require, thruſt your 
Fingers into my Hand, your Hand inte my Side; repeating: 
to him his own Words, and calling him to his own Condi» 
uons; which, to a Man beginning to fee his Extravagance, 
is of all Rebukes the ſevereſt. Such Forms of Speech 
are uſed on many Occaſions, and are never underſtood to 
import that the Thing propoſed is proper, or always practi- 
cable. When the Grecian Women teproached their Sons 
with Cowardice, and called to them as they were fiyi 
from the Enemy, to come and hide themſelves once more, 
like Children as they were, in their Mothers Wombs ; be 
would have been ridiculous who had aſked the Queſtion, 
— the Women -rcally N they could RY their 

s into their Wombs again? 


I have now gone through the Objections which weed nds 
. to be removed, before | could ſtate the Evidence in 
this Caſe ; I am ſcoſible I have taken vp too much of your 


Tung, 
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| 


awe 


ed 
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> the Mind in few Words, and ſo conveyed make ſh 


ords he can find Admittance. 
f the ReſurreQion ſtands : Aud here I am ſtopt again; 4 
general Exception is taken to the Evidence, that it is impers 
fect, unfair; and a Queſtion is aſked, why did not Chriſt 
appear publickly to all the People, eſpecially to the Magi- 


and others excluded ?& © He 5 
It may be ſufficient perhaps to ſay, that where there ars 
Witneſſes enough, no Judge, no Jury complains for want 
of more; and therefor, if the Witneſſes we have are ſoffici- 
ent, it is no Objection that we have not others, and more. 
If three credible Men atteſt a Will, which are as may as 


does not à good Choice of Witneſfes give Strength to pvery 


Caſe only be of all others the moſt ſuſpicious Thing itfelf ? * 
balf of the Jews, may be judged in Part from what has al- 


riſe again, that they ſet a Guard Sepulchre, and from 
theſe Guards they learned the Truth; every Soldier 'was to 


alam onto aw he 


duilt on popular Notions and Prejudices, are eaſily conyeyetl” 


mpreſſions; but whoſoever anſwers the Objections, muſt 
encounter all the Notions to which they are allied; |" and t 
which they owe their Strength; and it is well if with-many 85 


come now to conſider the Evidence on which onr Belief̃᷑ 


firates ? why" ure ſome Witneſſes culled and choſen ont, 


the Law requires, would any Body aſk why all the Town' 
were not called to fet their Hands? But why were theſes 
Witneſſes culled and choſen out? Why ? for this Reaſon, 
that they might be good ones, Does not every wife Man 
chuſe proper Witneſſes to his Deed and to his Will ? And 


Peed ? How comes it to paſs then that the very Thing K 
which ſhuts out all Suſpicion in other Caſes, ſnould in this 


What Reaſon there is to make any! Complatats on the Be. 


ready appeared; Chrift ſuffered openly in their Sight, and 
they were ſo well apprized of donor that he ſhould- 
His 


them a Witgeſs of the Reſurrection of their own chuſing 3 
after this they had not one Apoftle (which'the Gentleman'obs. 
ſerves was the Caſe of other People) but all the Apoſites, 
and mamy other Witneſſes with hows and in their Power 3 
on to thew, not only ©: 


- 


HM 


1 
* 
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the-People, but tothe: Elders of /actaſlembled in Senate} i 
their Evidence they were enabled to work, and did 
Work Miracles openly in the Name of Chriſt; theſe 
therefor have the the leaſt Reaſon to. complain, and had of all 
others the fulleſt Evidence, and in — Reſpects ſuch az 
1 none tne themſelves could have, for they only were -Keepers 
of the Sepulchre. I believe if the Gentleman was to chuſe 
an Evidence to his own al in the like Cale, he would 
dieſire no more than to ky the Fepulchee with a SITY | 
Number of Guards. 
But the Argument goes further. It is ſald that, ku 
was ſent with a ſpecial Commiſſion to the Jews that he was 
| their Meſſias: and as his Reſurrection was his main Credeu- 
Gal, he ought to have appeared publickly to the Rulers of the 
eus after his Reſurrection; that in doing otherwile he afted 
an Ambaſſador pretending Authority from his, Prince, 
but refuſing to ſhew his Letters of Credence. 

I was afraid when J ſuffered myſelf to be drawn i into this 
Argument that I ſhould be led into Matters fitter to be de- 
25 by Men of another Profeſſion than by Lawyers ; but 

fince there is no help now, I will lay before you what aps 
pours to me to be the natural and plain Account of this Mat, 

er, leaving it to others who are better qualified to give . 
| "oe Alfa to the Objection. 

It appears to me by the Accounts we have of Jeſus, . 
ne had two diſtin& Offices; one, as the Meſſias Je 
2 to the Jews ; ; angther, as he was to be the great 

igh-Prieſt ot the World; with Reſpe& to the ft Cflice 
he is called * he Jpo/tle of the gant + the Miniſter of 
the Circumciſon, and ſays himſelf, I am not ſent bur unte 
the loſt Sheep of the Hue of 1{rael. | Accordingly,. when be 
- , ſent out his Apoſtles in his Life dine to preach, he exprel- 

ly forbids them to go to the Gentiles or Samaritans ;, but go, 
3 $ be, t ro the i Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael. Chriſt con- 
N. in the Diſcharge of this Office during the Time of his 
natural Life, till he was finally rejected by the cus; and it 
een ht the The be e to- e Ac 


2 Heb. i. t, 1 + Rom. Ar. 4. b N Na 7 
I Matth; AT, 24. + Matth. X. 5, 45 / +40 


4 „ 


ig to St. Matthew's Account, be ſolemnly” took 1 
7 them, and cloſed his Commilſſion'; he had been Jong s 
noog them publiſhing glad Tidings, but when all his Preach- 
ing, all his Miracles had proved to be in vain, the laſt 

he did was to denonnce the Woes they had bronghr on them- 
ſelves; The 2 3d Chapter of St. Matthew recites theſe 


« oether, even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens under her 
„ Wings, apd ye would not! Behold your Houſe is left 
« unto you flefolate. For I fay unto you, Ye ſhall not ſee 
* meh h, till ye ſhall fay, Bleſſed is he chat cometh 
„in the Name of the Lord.” It is' remarkable that this 
Paſſage, as recorded by St. Matthew and St. Luke twice ov- 
er, is determined by the Circumſtances” to refer to the near 
Approach of his own Death, and the extreme Hatred of the 
Jews to bim; and therefor thoſe Words, Te ſhall not ſee me 
henceforth, are to be dated from the Time of his Death, and 


St. Matthew, his Diſconrſes are to his Diſciples, and 
ehiefly relate to the miſerable and wretched * Condition 
the Fetvs, which was now decreed, and ſoon to be accom- 


could be demanded or expected ? He was rejected, his Com- 
miſſion was determined, and with it the Fate of the Nation 


As to appearing to them after his Reſurrection, he could not 
do it conſiſtently with his on, Prediction, Te ball ſee me ne 
more till ye ſball ſay, e mer wed wy cometh in the Name of 
the Lord. The Jews were not Diſpoſition after * 
Reſurrection, nor are they in it yet. 


Commiſſion, which extended to all the World ; then it was 
he declared that all Power was given unto him in Heaven and 


= LY then He gave a new to his Diſciples, 


YEE SS Ran 


a 


manifeſtly point out the End of his particular Miſſion o 
them. From the making this Declaration, as it ſtands in 


pliſhed ; let me now aſk; Whether in this State of Things 


any farther Credentials of Chriſt's Commiſſion to the duns 


was determined alſo ; what Uſe then of more Credentials 7 


The Reſurrection was the Foundation of Chriſt's new | 


Woes, and at the End of them Chriſt takes this paſſionate: - 
Leave of Jeruſalem, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that 
„ killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent to 
„ thee ; how often would 1 have gathered thy Children to 


pr 


| -t * * — 3 5 Ol 
ot. refirain'd, to the. Houſe of aul, 3 od 
l Nations. | This Prerogative the Jews had under this Com: 
miſſion, that the Goſpel was every where firſt offered us 
' them, but in no other Terms than it was offered to the rel 
of. the World. Since then this Commiſſion, of which the 
Reſurrection was the F. oundation, extended to all the World 


/ alike ;' what Ground is there to demand ſpecial and parti. 


- eular Evidence to. the Jews ? The Emperor and the Senate 
of Rome were a much more/conſiderable Part of the World 
than the Chief - Prieſts and the Synagogue; why does pot 
the Gentleman object then that Chriſt did not ſhew himlelf 
to. Tiberius and his Senate? And ſince all Men have au e. 
qual Right in this Caſe, why may not the ſame Demand be 
made for every Country ? - nay, for every Age ? and then 
the Gentleman may bring the Queſtion nearer home, and 
. - alk, why Chriſt did not appear in England in King George's 
Reiga ? There is to my Apprehenſion nothing more unreaſon; 
able than to negleft and deſpiſe plain and , fufficient Evi 
dence before us, and to fit down to imagine what Kind of 
Evidence would have pleaſed us, and then to make the by 
ot ſuch Evidence an Objection to the Truth, which ye 
well conſidered would be found to be well eſtabliſhed. 
The Obſervation I have made upon the Reſurrection of 
Chriſt naturally leads to another, which will help to account 
for the Nature of the Evidence we have in this great Point, 
As the Reſurreckion was, the Opening a new Commiſſion, 
in which all the World had an Intereſt, ſo the Concern na: 
turally was to have a proper Evidence to eſtabliſh this Truth, 
and which ſhould be of equal Weight to all; this did not 
depend upon the ſatisfaction given to private Perſons, 'whey 
ther they were Magiſtrates or not Magiſtrates, - but upon the 
- Conviction of thoſe whoſe Office it was to be to bear Teſtis 


mon to this Truth in the World; in this Senſe the Apoſtles 


were choſen to be Witneſſes of: the Reſurrection, becauſe 
they were choſen to bear Teſtimony to it in the World, aug 
not becauſe they only were admitted to ſee Chriſt after his Re- 
aer 3 for the Fact is otherwiſe. The Golpel indeed 

2 to ſhew the Evidence on which the Faith of the 


d. was to reſt, is very particular in ſetting forth the 
N | ocular 
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liter it as as 2 Truth kngwn to themſelves, and nor merely 
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1 . rer may be in the right, becauſe in the preſent Caſe 
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oon the Report of thoſe who wrote the Goſpels, who. Jo 


* 3 - 
* 


as a Report taken from the Women. k 
But for the Women, what ſhall I ſay ? Silly as "they 
were, I hope at leaſt, they had Eyes and Ears, and could 


_ what they heard and faw ; in this Caſe they tell n6 
wore, they report that the Body was not in the Sepulchre'; 


but ſo far from reporting the Reſurrection, that they di 

dot believe it, aud wefe very anxious to find to what Place 
the Body was removed; further they were not em. 
ployed; for I think the Gentleman in another Part obſeryes 
tightly, that they were not ſent to bear Teſtimony to any 
People: Bot ſuppoſe them to be Witneſſes, ſuppoſe then 
to be improper ones, yet the Evidence of the Men fprely is 
not the worſe becauſe ſome Women happened to ſee the ſaws 
Thing which they faw ; and if Men only muſt be admitted; 
ef them we have enough to eſtabliſh this Tru rn. 


I vill not ſpend your Time in enumerating theſe Witneſſes, 


ot in ſetting forth the Demonſtration they had of the Truth 
which they report, theſe things are well known ; if you 
queſtion their Sincerity, they lived miferably and dy'd mife 
erably for the Sake of this Truth; and what greater Evi- 
dence of Sincerity cau Man give or require? and what is 
ſtill more, they were not deceiy'd in their Expectatiou by 
being ill treated; for he who employ d them told them 
befotehahd that the World would hate them, and treat them 
with Contempt and Cruelt v9. N 
But leaving theſe weighty and well known Circumſtancet 
to your 'own Reflection, I beg Leave to lay before you ans 
other Evidente, paſſed over in Silence by the Gentleman'on 
the other Side, He took Notice thar a Reſurrection way 


d extraordinary a Thing, that no human Evidence could 
fſupport it; [ am not fure that he is not in the right; 1 


Twchty Men were to come into England with ſuch a Report 
from a diſtant Country, perhaps they might not find Doug 
more here to believe their Story; and I rather think 


» 
1 
2 


{ee clearly that the Credit of the Reſurrection of Chriſt 


was not truſted to mere human Evidence; to what Evi- 


18 
Commiſſion to go teach all Nations, yet be expreſly forbids -_ 
| them entriag upon the Work till they ſhould receive powers 
ce BY from above. And St. Peter explains the Evidence of the 
1 Reſurrection in this Manner ; We (the Apoſtles) are fir 
of Wi of theſe Things, and” fo is ao e den whom 
Cod hath given to them who obey him. 
wy by the Apoſtles ' | 


2 45 Dans Seer lie neten exc 0 received h 


Now, What were the Powers t 
Were they not the Powers of Wiſdom and Courage, by 
d, which they were enabled ta n before Rulers and 
2 WJ Princes in the Name of Chriſt ? the Power of => 
| even af raiſing the Dead to Life, by which they 
the World that God was with them in what th 
did? With Reſpe& to this Evidence, St John ſays, wy 
receive the Witnefa of Men, the Witneſs of Cad is greater. 
Add to this, that the Apoſiles had a Power to communicate 
thefe Gifts to Believers 3 can you wonder that Men belie- | 
the Reality of. thoſe Powers of which they were Partakers, | 
and became conſcious to themſelves} With Reſpect to 
theſe communicated Powers I ſuppoſe St. Jahn ſpeaks, hen | 
he ſays, He that. believeth on. the Son of God hath the Witneſs - 
in himſelf + Appealing not to an inward Teſtimony of. the 
Spirit, in the Senſe of ſome modern Enthuſiaſts, as to the 
Powers of the Spirit, which Believers receiv'd, and which 
were ſeen in the Effects that followd. | 
It was objeRed that the N ſeparated themſelves to 
the Work of the Miniſtry, and one went into one Country, 
and another to, another; and uently that the Belief 
of the Reſurrection was age received every where up- 
on the Teſtimony of one Witeſs. I will not examine 8 
Fact, ſuppoſe it to be ſo; but did this one Witneſs go 
when he was ee with 2 P 
f 2 
* John xv. 26 27. 4 Ads i. 8 144 . 35. 
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of Heaven ? Was : 
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not every blind Man reſtored to Sight, — 
to bis Feet, a new Wittleſs to the Truth reported hy the 
fut? Beſides, when the People of different Countries 
came to compare Notes, and found that they had all de- 
5 rd the ſame Account of Chriſt and af his Doctrine, then 
+ ſurely the Evidence of theſe diſtant Witneſſes thus: united, 
became ſtronger than if they had told their Story 3 
for Twelve Men ſeparately examined form a much 
Proof for the Truth Gy Fact. chan Twelve Men agreaiog 
together in one Story. 
If the ſame Thing were do happen. i in our own Time if 
one or two were to come into England, and report that a 
Man was rais'd ftom the Dead, and in Conſequence of it 
teach nothing but that we ought to love God and out Neigh · 
Hours; if to confirm their Report, they ſhould before our 
Eyes cure the Blind, the Deaf, and the Lame, and even raiſe 
the Dead to Life; if endu'd with all theſe Powers they 
ſhould live in Poverty and Diſtreſs, and patiently ſubmit 10 
all that Scorn, Contempt and. Malice could contive to di. 
ſtreſs them, and at laſt ſacrifice even their Lives in - Juſtifica- 
tion of the Truth of their Report; if upon Enquiry we 
mould find that all the Countries in Europe had received the 
ſame Account, ſupported by the ſame miraculous Powers, 
atteſted in like Manner by the Sufferings, and confirmed by 
the Blood of the Wi I would fain know wharuny 
reaſonable Man would do in this Caſe : Would he deſpiſe 
ſuch Evidence? I think he would not; add whoever: 
thinks otherwiſe, muſt ſay, that a Reſurrection, tho? in its 
own Nature poſlible, is yet ſuch a Thing in which we 
ought not to believe either God or Mag, 
Judge, Have you done, sir? 
Mr. . Les, my Lord. 
e Go on Mr. 4. i you har ay Thing to 67 
eply. 
Mr. 4. My Lord, 1 hall trouble you with very "Betley: 
the Objections and Anſwers under this Head I ſhall leave to 
_ the judgment of ihe Court, and beg Leave only to make 
an Obſervation or two . the lat Part o& the Gentle- 


mans Argument. . - 


tay: { 
And firſt; with' to the dat? teapot 
nd Diſciples of Jeſus, aud the "Argument drawn' 
bence tor the Truth of their Doctrines and 'Afertions] 
deg Leave to obſerve to you; that 5 
ion or Pretence in the World but can produce de fuws) Wy 
\uthority, and ſhew many Iuſtances of Men who have ſuf- 
cred eveu to Death for the Truth of their "ſeveral — 
elſions. If we conſolt auly modern Story, we (hall 
Papiſts ſuffering for Popery, Proteſtants for their 
nd among Proteſtants every Sect has had its Martyrs 
Puritans, Quakers, 'Fibth: Monarchy-men. In Henry" the 
ichs Time England ſaw' both Popiſh and FProteſtant Mar- 
yrs; in Queen ' Mary's Reign the Rage fell upon Prote- 
ants ; in Queen Glizabet#'s Papiſts and 1 
ometimes, tho? rarely, to this Trial. In latter Times, 
ometimes Churchmen, ſometimes Difſenters' were petſecut - 
d; what muſt we ſay then ? All theſe Sufferers Had not 
ruth with them, and yet if there be any Weight in this} 
nen * Suffering, rr all |'n Right to plead” 1 


But tante e det Men by their Suffer - 
ngs, tho? „ Freer 10 
1 


t. 


mpo 

npolible tor many — — of Mens 2 2 
Facts plainly proved, afferting Facts plainly diſproved, ten 
vith the Rope about their Necks; Muſt all ſuch pats 
Innocent Sufferers, ſincere Men? If not, It muſt be allo d 
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Another Fi ae t. oo 9 is . 
he Evidence of the Spirit, on w ſo much Streſs is laid. 

Ir has hitherto been -inſiſted on the Reſurrection was 
a Matter of Fact, and ſuch a Fact as was capable and pro- 


r 
. 


per to be ſupported by the Evidence of Senſe; how comes 

it about that this Evidence, this which is the proper Eu- 

dente, is given up as inſufficient, and a new improper Eu. 

dence introduced ? Is it not ſorpriſing that one great Mi- 

racle nnn ů ne | 
A ; 


7 Y Y.w 


W He. =. 


= ==. 


2 


. 5 the Fact) that therefor C - ' 
"ww? They who had the Witneſs within them did pet, 


Wonders related by the Gentleman, and believed; it (hews, 
At leaſt in his Opinion, that this ſtrong Evidence — 
fairy to create the Belief he requires; why then does he te- 


. * * : 


| 124 ho Proots and Arguments on nen n 
e ane n. 


| Here the Gentlemen whiered nt an the Forma 


fiſts of ſeveral Articles, therefor, the Jury hope you, wi 
give them. your Directions. 
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my Help. 


ing your Part. 
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* the Witaclles of the Reſurreftion of Jeſus us Chriſt 1 


But allowing the Gentleman 


ha well to conſult and to take 1 bu 
N or others, n in us, the 
ter for it ? If the firſt Ages of the Church r all the 


\ ei wah us who have not this ſtrong Evidence 
4. Very well. Genilemen of the Jury, yan hare 


pe \ ffodd up. A 
3 'My Lord. the Cue bs been lng, and oo 


Judge. Wake are very able to judge witho 


Mr. 4. My Lord, Pray conſider, you appointed this 
Meeting, and choſe your Office ; Mr. . and | have gene 
thro our Parts, and have Tee iy to inſiſt * N 


Mr. J. I muſt join, Sir, i in that Requ 1 
Judge. I have often heard that all Honour has-a Bur- ar 


den. attendin it, but 1 did not ſuſpect it in this Office, F 
which I, conferred upon myſelf ; but ſince it muſt be ſo, WM: 


I will recollect and lay before you as well as bean th 
| Hance of the Debate. 


Gentlemen of the jury, the Queſtion before you 


is, wha 


; en 


— itſelf; the other charges the Evidence as forged, „ 
ofufficient to ſupport the Credit ol ſo EX 


Event, © „n 2 


There are alſo three Perids of Time e bee 
idered. As > Yb 4 Ft 77 | 
The firſt takes in- the Miniſtry of 'Ohtiſt; and ends & -- 2 4 
his Death; during this Period the Fraud is free | 


contiived: | 
The ſecond reaches from his Death to bis Reibe 


ction; duris ir Peet the We . 


ited, 
The third begins from) the Reſurrectiou, ind" talen 


82 


the whole Miniſtry of the Apoſtles ; and here the Evi 
WW dence th e eee, 
A coaſideratlon. 
As to the firſt Period of Time, andthe Fraud chirg's Mu 
upon Jeſus, I muſt obſerve to you, that this Crus my 
no 5 Evidence to ſ it, all the Fact ted * 
ſtand id full Contradiction to it. To fuppoſe, "as 
Council did, that this Fraud might 'poſfibly if = P13 
had any Jewiſh Books writlen at the Time, te 1 
Proof, but to wich for Proof; for, as i oi 10809 | 
ſerv'd on the other Side, bow does Mr, 4 3 
were any ſuch Books? And ſince they are loſt, how does | 
he know what was in them? Were ſuch Books extant; 
they might pro ere Bru Diſpute the aQts re- 
corded in the Goſpe 3-7 19 rant * PL! g N 
You were told that the Jeu were x 
People, much addicted to ö 
they had à long Expectatlow a 
appeared,” to have a victorious 
This is laid as to the Ground of Suſpicion, 
many Impoſtors you /are told fer” up II by 
the People, and We it is inferr d Chiiſt bullt his | 
Scheme upod” the Stiength of theſe Prejodices'y- 
but W Fact came to de c du the 128 


1 8 


aer 


b a 4 FATTY IA. . | 
7 4s © 1 * * CS \ : 
ah | / N 
% © | * 
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We appeared that Chriſt. wee from file ia with tlie 
 Noyons, and abuſing) the Credulity of ah People, th 
it was his main Point to correct theſe Prejudices, es 
 +theſe' Superſtitions,” and by theſe! very Means. be fell 
Diſgeace with: his Countrymen, and ſuffer'd as one who N 
/ their Opinioy deſtroy'd the Law and the Prophets ;- with 
| Rebeits Power, ſa far was he. from aiming at 
It, that be refus d it when offered; ſo far from giving apy 
Hopes of is to his Diſciples, that he invited then, upon 
quite different Terms, 0 the Croſs and fallau him 
py it is obſervable, that after he had foretold his Death,and 
Reſurrection, he continued to-admoniſh his Diſciples of the 
Evils they were io ſuffer,” to tell them that 'the Wofld 
Would hate them and abuſe them; which ſurely to com 
mon Senſe bas no Appearance that be was then Oatrivin 8 
Cheat, or encouraging his Diſciples to execute it. 
Bat as ill ſupported as this Charge is, there was n 
avoiding it; it was Neceſſity and not Choice, which drone 
the-Gentleman to it; for ſince Chriſt! had foretold his Re- 
ſurrection, if the whole was 2 Cheat. he certainly was con- 
ſeious to it, and conſequently the Plot was laid ia his 

. Time; 2nd. yet the ſuppoſing Chriſt conſcious to ſuch a 
Fraud in theſe Circum ſtances ĩs contrary to all Probability; 
it is very improbable that he or any Man ſhould without 
any Temptation contrite à Cheat to take Place after his 
Death; and if this could be ſuppos ' d, it is high ly impro- 
bable that he ſhonld give public Notice of it, and thereby 
put all Men on their Guard, eſpecially conſidering there 
were only a few Women, and Twelve Men of low For- 
tunes and mean Education to conduct the Plot, and dhe 
whole Power of the Fus aud Reman- to oppoſe it. 
Mr. A. ſeem'd ſenſible of theſe Difficulties, and there. 
for would have vary'd; the Charge and have made Chtiſt 
an Enthuſiaſt, and his Diſciples only Cheats; this was nat 
properly moved, and therefor; not debated; for which Rea- 
fon-[ ſhall paſs it over, with this ſhart Obſervation, that 
Enthuſiaſm; is as | Contrary 'to/ the: whole: Charadter! and 
Conduct of Chriſt as even Fraud is; beſides, this Img. 
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m to be an Impoſtor, what Reaſon had they w take ath 
tice'of his Prediction? And therefor 7% very Cant 
on in this Caſe betrayed their Concern, and. ſhewed \that 
they were not  ſatisfy'd that his Pretenſions were ground: 
Teſs. Ta obviate this, he ſays, that they had dilcover'd 
before, one great Cheat in the Cafe of Lazarus, and there- 
for were ſuſpicions of another in this Caſe, He was 39. 
fwered, that the diſcovery of a Cheat in this Caſe before 
mentioned, ought rather to have ſet them at Eaſe, and 
made them quite ſecure as to the Event of the Prediction 
In Reply he ſays, that the Chief Prieſts, however ſatisfy d 
of the Cheat themſelves, had found that it prevail'd . 
Mong the People; and to ſecure the People from being 
farther impos'd on, they us d the Caution they did. 
, This is the Subſtance of the Argument on both Sides. 
I muſt obſerve to you, that this Reaſoning from the Caſe 
of Lazarus has no Foundation in Hiſtory ; there is -no 
Pretence for ſaying that the Jews in this whole Affair had 
any particular Regard to the raifing of Lazarus; and it 

they bad any ſuch juſt Suſpicion, why was it not menti- 

oned at the Trial of Chrift ? there was then an Opportuni- 

ty-of opening the whole Fraud, and undeceiving the People; 
de ut had a plain Law for puniſhing a falſe Prophet, 
sand what could be a ſtronger Conviction than ſuch. a Cheat 

made manifeſt? Why then was this Advantage loſt? 
The Gentleman builds this Obſervation on theſe Words, 

fo the laft Error ſball, be worſe than the firſt. But is there 
here any thing ſaid about Lazarus? No; the Words are 

2 proverbial Form of Speech, and probably were uſed with- 

out Relation to any particular Caſe ; but if a particular 

4 Meaning muſt be aſſigu'd, it is more probable, that the 
Words being uſed to Pilate, contained a Reaſon applicable 
do him. Now Pilate had been drawn in te conſent to the 
Crucifixicn, for fear the Jews ſhould ſet up Jeſus to be 
| their King in Oppoſition to Ce/ar ; therefor, ſay the Chef 
Prieſts to him, If once the People believe him to be cjfa 

from the Dead, the laſt Error will be worſe than the. firſt, 

1. e. they will be more inclin'd and encouraged. to rebel a- 

gainſt' the Romans than ever; this is a natural mn” 
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Words, are. us'd. to move. the Roman 
allow 04h. 006.0 whether 

alive; whether Chriſt came to deſtroy 2 
Prophets, or to eſtabliſh and confirm 
moment to Pilaze ; it is . 
theſe Conſiderations, refus'd ta be concern ; 
Affair of Chriſt, . till he was n 

of Danger to the Raman State; 
mov'd him; muſt not therefor 


him be of the ſame Kind ? - 

The next Cir 

Scal upon the Stone 

Moolſton ſuppoſes an tween 
ciples about __ OI * for this 


is no E 
Series o 
Side obſery 3 
Debate, for it is n 


of this Nam. 
2 —— Lis, 
ination among 


. . 2 which OE a plain aud la catictaiory: 


they conſented to the Fraud ; and then it is caſily under. 
ſtood how the Body was removed. 


neither with the Account given by the Evangeliſt, nor 
the Story ſet about by the Zews; fo that it is v 
ſupported by any Evidence, |, N <6. 0068 
Nor has it any Probability in it; for what could move 
Pilate and the Roman Soldiers . por yy Be a} gr 
He had - crucified Chriſt for no other Reaſon, 
the People ſhould revolt from the 8 pert 
conſented to place a Guard upon the Se 
End to the Peoples Hope in 1 39 
that he was conſenting to a Cheat, to 
ſr hm riſen from th 12 
2 


tterly un 


to 


Agreement 
N 7 it, contradicts the whole 


wh 


Council for . replies, Let the Uſe of the Seals be what * 
they will, ie is plain they were broken; and if they were 
us d as a Check upon the Roman Soldiers, then probably = 


I muſt obſerve to you here, that this Suſpicion. or 
with - 


6 
which be e obliged, 28 his Apprebenſſons vers 
event. £06" 
kr The bent Cireumſtanes iaflted on 2s a Proof of che Ea, 
Ie, that Jeſus roſe before the Time he had appolnted "Mr. 
A. ſuppoſes that the Diſciples haſtened the Plot, for faar of 
falling in with Multitüdes, who wahed only for the appdlar- 
ed Time to be at the Sepulchre, aud to ſee with their 
own Eyes. He was anſwer'd, that the Diſciples were not, 
could not be concern d, or be preſent at moving the wr f 
that they were diſpers d, and lay conceal'd 57 fear of 
Jeu; that haſtening the Plot was of uo Uſe, for the Re 
forrection happen d 1 whillt the Guards were at the Sepulchre, 
who were probably ' enough to prevent Violence, certaluly 
enough to diſcover it if any were uſed. | 
This Difficulty then reſts merely u u the reckoniby of 
* Time. Chriſt died on Friday, roſe early on $ , 
Queſtion is, Whether this was riſing the third Day ac- 
to the Prediction? I will refer the Authorities 
| 5 5 of in this Caſe to your Memory, and add only one 
Obſervation, to ſhew that it was indeed the third Day ac- 
cording as the People of the Country reckon'd. When 
Chriſt talked with the two Diſciples who knew him por, 
they gave him an Account of his own Crucifixion, and their 
Diſappointment ; and tell him, 7 Day is the third Day inet 
#heſe Things were dne . Now: this Converſation was- on 
the very Day of the Reſurtection, and the Diſciples thought 
of nothing leſs than anſwering an Objection againſt the Re- 
ſutrection, which as yet they did nöt believe; they recount | 
only a Matter of Fact, and reckon the Time according t6 
the Uſape of the Country, and call the Day of the Refurs 
rection the third Day from the Crucifixion ; which is a plain 
Evidence in what Manner the Jews reckog'd in this "ng 
like Caſes. f + ; . 
A s the Objections in this iſe are founded upon de 
reported by the Jews and the Roman Soldiers, Mr. B 
his Anſwer endeavour'd to ſhew from ſome Hiſtorical. paß | 
Wa that the 7ews themſelves did not believe the Story. 
= firſt 8 wal; « of the Jews never quettons 
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be Diſciples/for this] Cheat, and the Shire" they half in ls 
ea they had them ig their Power ; aud yer who fers 
Wt is was very meh to thei "Purpoſe fo ta de? To this 
0 there is no R 32 FT 7] N 1 5165 88 Is 2 3 
of The eb Argument was from the Treatment St. Pal : 
- had from King Agrippa, and his ſaying to St. Paul, Ming 
eir / perfundeſt me to be à Chriſtian ; a Speech which he 
2, rons could not be made by a Prince to one concern'd' in e 
'; WW yiog oa a known Cheat. To this the Gentleman replies, 
6 hat Agrippa never did become a Chriſtlan, and that n 
* great Streſs is to be laid upon his Complaiſance to his Priſon- 
% ; but allowing that there was ſomething of Humanity au 
ly Wcivility in the Expreſſion, yet ſuch Civility could hardly be 


paid to a known Impoſtor, There is a _Propriety even ig 


of Whcivility ; a Prince may be civil to a Rebel, but he will hard- 
y compliment him for his Loyalty; he may be civil to a 


„poor Sectary, but if he knows him to be a Cheat, he will 
carcely compliment ' him with Hopes that he will be of 5 
is Part7). „n Es nt 3 THC FLTSIITY 
The wird Achtet was from the Advice given by Ga. 
maliel to the Council of the Jews,” to let the Apoſties alone 
or fear they themſelves ſhould be found to fight againſt God, _ 
A Suppoſition which the Gentleman thinks abfolutely in» 
-onſiltent with his or the Council's being perſuaded that the 
ü mn 


Apoſtles were guilty 
rection of Chriſſt. g „ 
The Gentleman replies, that Gama iels Advice refpeRted ' 
only the Numbers of People deceiv” Fry was a Declaration 
of his Opinion, that It was not prudent to come to Extre- 
mities till the People were in a better Temper. * This de- 
ſerves Conſidem ttt nt: 50 OTTER”: 
Firſt, 1 obſerve, that E are 5 2 
2 be found to fight againſt C;; which Reaſbn reſpects God, 
and not the bople ; and the Suppoſition is, that the Hand - 
of Cod might poſſibly be in this Work ; a Saying which 
could not have come from him, or have been receiv'd by 
dme Council, if they had believ'd” the Pet to have 
deen a Chest, *. +... +. 1174 rg 1 


Srrondly, It is remarkable that the Miracles wrought: by 
has | 


Pr 


"En, hole oſpedlawi 
Council, had a much Sri E 


upon even the Miracles of 
if — Fay nts ay all the Wonders of Chriſt; and 
| petually plotting his Death, not doubting b 
1 9 put an End to their Trouble ; but when, aft bj 
2 1 * ſaw the ſame Powers continue with the 4 
one the Affair, but began to think 
10 earneſt there might be more in it than they were Willig 
A and upon the Report made to them of the & 
poſtles rag they make ſerious Reflection, and dawbtel 
P — ax this would grow ; and tho' in their Anger ay 
Fer tion of Heart they thought of deſparate Remedies, an 
were for killing the Apoſtles alſo, yet they hearken'd wi 
lingly to Camaliel's Advice, which at another Time might 
have | Lou dangerous to the Adviſer ; ſo that it appears frog 
the Hiſtory that the whole Council had the ſame Doubt 
that Gemaliet had, that poſſibly the Hand of God might by 
in this Thing; and could the Jews, if they had manifeſt 
diſcover d the Cheat of the Reſurrection a little Tiche be 
fore, have entertain 'd ſuch a Suſpicion? 
The laſt Period commences at the Reſurrection, aud take 
2 * Evidence upon which the Credit of this Fatt 


The Council for Woolfton, among other Dilficultes, ant 
ed one, which if well grounded excludes all Evidence out 
2 this Caſe. The Reſutrection being a Thing out of the 
urſe of Nature, he thinks the Teſtimony of Nature. bel 
orth to us in her conſtant Method of working, a 122 
Eyidence againſt the Poſſibility of a Reſurrection, than at 
human Evidence can be for the Reality of one. 
1. In anſwer to this, it is ſaid on the other Side, 
Fin, That a Reſurrection is a Thing to be cg 8 & by 
Senſes ; and this cannot be doubted. We all knoy 
when a Man is dead ; and ſhould he come to life again, | We 
ight judge whether he was alive or no by this wh very * 
Her, y Which we Judge thoſe about us to — living 
en. 


— Us. the Notion of a Keſurrection contradf 
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no one Principle of right Reaſon, interferes with no Law bf © | 
Nature; and that whoever admits that God gave Man Lite - 
n an Bog Paton 

Thirdly, That appealing to the ſettled Courſe of Nature, 
is referring the Matter in Diſpute not to Rules or Maxis - 
of Reaſon and true Philoſophy, but to the Prejudices ani 
Miſtakes of Men, which are various and infinite, 'and” XL 
ſometimes according to the Climate Men live in; becanſs * 
Men form a Notion of Nature from what they fee; and 
therefor in cold Countries all Men judge it to be acc OS. 
to the Courſe| of Nature for Water to freeze, in warm Coun- 
tries they judge it to be unnatural ; conſequently, that it is 
not enough to prove any Thing to be contrary to the La 
of Nature, to ſay that it is uſually or conſtantly to our Ob- 
ſervation otherwiſe ; and therefor tho* Men in the ordint 
Courſe die, and do not rife again (which is certainly's Pre- 
judice againſt the Belief of - a Reſurrection) yet it is not at. 
Argument agaioſt the Poſſibility of a Refurreion, * 

Another Objection was againſt the Reality of the Body of 
Cui after it _ 4 the Grave. Ko Riot! 
are founded u aſfages as report his 2 
diſappearing . Eyes of his Diſciples at FN his | | 
coming in among them when the Doors were ſhat ; his fors | 
bidding fome to tonch him, his inviting others to de it ; he 
having the very Wounds whereof he dy'd freſh —_——_ 
his Body, and the like; hence the Council condla | 


mY 


it was no real Body which was ſometimes viſible, ſometimes 
nm‚ , Ü C | 

On the other Side it was anſwered, that many of 
Objections are founded on a miſtaken Senſe of the 
thought to id Mary Magdalen to touch him; of ano» 
ther, in which he calls to to examine his Wounds 
an with his Diſciples oa the Road, without being” kae 

y them, 222 i 4.2. 11 | 3. * Cat IIL - 


inviſible ; ſometimes capable of being rouched, fometitagy 
of theſe. 
referr'd to; e of the P in which is. 
orbid 
and probably of a third, relating to Chriſt's Converfack 
As to other Paſſages which relate hib appearing and | 


86 Bod that. theſe Things Frey 
1 yet bers ee Which is the\only 
eint to which the extends 3 that ere 

be in this, and probably was, ſometbing miraculous, 

*. nothing more d probe than what happen'd on in. 

ther Occaſion-in. his Life-time, where- the Gentlemah who 

makes the Objection allows him to have had a real Body." 

1 . 9 95 theſe Thiogs but briefly, juſt to brig d the 
3. of the Argument to your Remembrance. ' ©: | | * 4 
The next Objetion is taken: from bebe, that ChriR dil 

Fa not appear publicly to the People, and particularly to the! 

Chief Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews ; it is ſaid that bis} 

. Commiſſion related to them in an eſpecial Manger, ahd that 

; appears ſirange that the main Proof of his Miſſion, the Re 

ſurrection, ſhopld not be laid before them, but that Wit- 

2 ſhould be pick d and cyll'd to ſee this _ mighty; Woks 
der; this is the Force of the Objection. by 

». To which it was anſwered, Firſ, That the particalih 
- Commiſſion to the Jews e expired at the Death of Chriſt, 
and ther for the 7ews had on on io Account no Claim for. an 
ticular Evidence; and it is iaſiſted that Chtiſt before hit 
declar d the Jews ſhould. not ſce him an de "Op 
better diſpos'd to receive him, 

Secondly, That as the whole World had a concern In the 
Reſurretion of Chriſt, it was neceſſary to prepare à proper 
1 for Song wor eye which was not 15 be done 

y any parti 8 ion iven to the P the , 
Of their Rulers, ac r 79M 

Thirdly, That as to mherchphen Witneſſes, it is 1 Miſtake 
- to think that they were. choſen, ag, the only Perſons to fee 
14 after the Reſurrection; and that in Truth many o- 

did ſee him z but that the Witneſſes were choſen as 
proper Perſons to bear Teſtimony to all People ; an Office 
to which many others who did £ Chriſt, . were not parti- 
_"cularly commiſſioned ; that making Choice of proper and 
| Gredidle Witneſſes, was fo far from being a Grovnd of juſt 
Suſpicion, as he is in a Caſes the moſt proper wane 
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Tra of their Evidence. | 
-» Phe Coutcil fof Weolfan, in reply to 5 this, told you 5 
all Religions, whether true or falſe, have had their 4 
that no Opinion, however abſurd, carr be nam'd: but dme 
ave been content to die for it; and then concluded, that 
Suffering is no ae the Truth of the rien n 
| which Men ſuffer. eite 
To clear this ne to you, ; I muſt obſervy how this 
Caſe ſtands, You have heard often in the Courſe of this 
Argument, that the Apoſtles were Witneſſes choſen to bear 
Teſtimony to the Reſurrection, and for that Reaſon had 
the falle Evidence themſelves of the Truth of it, not 
merely by ſeeiog- Chriſt once or twice after his Death, bit 
by frequent = with him for forty Days together 
before his Aſcenſion ; that this was their proper Buſineſs, - 
appears plainly from Hiſtory, where we find, that to ordain 
an Apoſtle was the ſame Thing as ordaining one to bes Wit. 
- neſs of the Reſurreftion.* It you look fur ther to the Preach» 
ing of the Apoſtles, you will find this was the — 
" inſiſted on. And St. Paul knew the Weight of this Arti 
and the Neceſſity of Teaching it, when he ſaid, 7 
be not riſen, our Faith is in vain. You ſee then that the 
Thing' which the Apoſtles teſtifyd, and the Thing for 
Which they ſuffer d, was the Truth of I 
which i is a mere Matter of Fact. 

- Conſider now how the Objection Hands. The Council 
for Winton tells you that it is common for Men to die for 
Tu falſe Opinions, and he tells you nothing but the Truth; 
dat even in thoſe Caſes their Suffering is an Evidence. of 
mheir Sincerity, and it would be very hard to charge Men 
Vuuho die for the Doctrine they proſeſs, with Inſincerity in 
P the Proteſlion.; miſtaken they may be, but every miſtaken 
Man is not a Cheat. Now it you will allo the Suffering 
ef the Apoſties to prove their Sincerity, which. you” cannot 


* 


i  well:difallow, and conſider that they dy d for the Truth og a 


* Matter uf Fact which they had ſeen themſelves, 1 as 
Perceite how ſtrong the Evidence is in this Caſe. 

8 1 „ Ya miſtake peepcally and 
. eee n e 30 1 
. Sade i 1. . . + i. 22, Gr. in. 15. iv. 10. v. 30. 


Opinion is at leaſt a Proof of Sincerity, the Sufferings of 
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k is no Reaſon for me to take up with another Mane Opt: 
nion becauſe I am perſuaded he is ſincere in it; but'y 

a Man reports to me an uncommon Fact, pet ſuch 4 | 
as in its own Nature is a plain Object of Senſe, © rw. - 
not, it is not becauſe I ſoſpect bis Eyes, or his\Sdiſe of " 


feeling, but merely becauſe I ſuſpe& his Sinceriry;; for if 
I was to ſee the ſame Thing myſelf, I ſhould believe my- 


ſelf ; and therefor my Suſpicion does not ariſe from hee 


Inability of human Seaſes to judge in the Caſe, but from a 
Doubt of the Sincerity of the Reporter : in ſuch Caſes thers/ 
for there wants nothing to be prov'd, but only the Sincerity 


of the Reporter: ; and — voluntary fuffering far 


Apoſtles for the Truth of nn is 9 full . 


exceptionable Proof. 


The Cquncil for ellen was ſe ible wy ehis- Dirne, 
and therefor he added, that there are many Iaſtances of - 


3 


Mens ſuffering and dying in an obſlinate Denial of these 


Truth of Facts plaaly p roved ; this Obſervation is alſo 
true. I remember Story of « Mii une ende with 2 
Conftancy all the Tortures of the Rack; denying the Fact 
with which he was charg d; when he was” alt d afterwards . 
how he could hold ont a all the Tortures ?' He an- 
ſwer' d. -I had painted a Gallows vpon the Toe of my Shoe, 
and when the Rack Mech d we: 1 1 looked on the Gallows, 


and bore the Pain to ſave my Life. This Man'deny'd: * ps 


plain Fact under great Torture, but you ſee a Reaſon for 
it. In other Caſes, when Criminals perſiſt in denying their 
Crimes, they often do it, and there is Reaſon to + 
they do it always, in hopes of a Pardon or Reprieve, 
what are theſe Inſtances to the preſent Purpoſe. ?* All theſe 
Men ſuffer againſt their Will, aud for their Oriches and 
their Obſti is built on the of eſcaping, by mov- 
ing the Compaſſion” of the ent. Can the Gentle 
man give me any Inſtances of Perſons who dy'd'williagly in 
Atteſtation of à falſe Fact? We have had in England 
ſome weak enough to die for the Pope's Su '5 but 
do you think a Man could be fobnd! to die in Proof of tha 


Fope's being ain tg 
. WA SS; Go 


1 4 
1 
% 


: 2T— —?— 


2 Now 
* 
* 


Wer: 15 ing their Lives when they were under Sentence 
| but.thele Men.atteſted à Fact at the Expence of their. Lives, 
5 1055 they Len have ſav d by denying the Truth ;-1 
45 between Criminals dying and denying plain FaCts, and 
F dying for their Teſtimgay, there is this ma- 
Piſterence; Crimioals deny the Truth in Hapes of 
aying their Lives, the Apoltlorwilingly pared with thei 
Wy ror than deny the Truth. 
indeed the mol 


| 4 e are come now. to the lad, and 
Wt. ty Conſideration, 
7 be Cougcil for the Apoſtles. having i in the Courſs'of 
* the Argument allow!d, - that more Evidence is. requir'd ta 
bly ; Apport the Credit of the Reſutrectian, it being a very e. 
. eee than is neceſſary in common Caſes pin 
latter Part i of his Defence ſets orth the extraqrdingsy 
gvidenge upon which this fact ſands 3 this is the Evidence of 
0 Spirit; che Spitit of Wiſdom. and Power, which was 
given to the Apoſiles, to enable them to confirm their Teſti» 
e by. Signs 40d Wonders, aud, mighty Works ; this 
1585 the Argument was well argu'd by. the o 
ee . t all he ſaid. 
„ The Ceuncil tos elan, in his Reply, wade deo be 
37 been to this Evidence. . 
The: ficſt was this « That the Refurreftion having all 
' lang bean pleads to be a Matter of Fact and an Object 
uy pt recur to Miracles for the Proof of it, is 
"hg * out af its proper Evidence, . the Evi of Senſe, 
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e RY tr be ſays, is no Evidence that another 


45 "Miracle was wraught before it; as healing a Gok. Maa is 


ng 'Exideace that a dead Man was rais'd to Life. 
To clear chis Difficulty, you muſt conſider by what Traia- 
el Rialop A e wos ode n in 2 Caſe. A 


7 a0 v. 17. v. OY | 
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a equal to 

le 5 ſoe a Man raiſe one Dead, an 

he ſhould go away and ſay-nothing to you, you: would —4 
or 

prov'd by this Miracle; but ſhould be declate to v0 i the - 

Name of him by whoſe Power the 'Miraclo was wrought,  * 

that Image Worſhip was unlawful, — would thea ba 

polſeſs'd of a Proof againſt Image Worſhip.: But how #® 

Not beeauſe the Miracle proves any Thing as u n 


Point itfelf, but becauſe the Man's Declaration is anthou 
riz'd by him who wrought the Miracle in Cotifirgation® 
of his Doctrine; and therefor Miraclas are direftly & 
Proof of the Anibority of Nee, OI PRIN 1: 
of Things. IT. SKY 


bad wrought Miracles, and ſaid nothing of the Reſurre- 
gion, the Miracles would have prov'd hothing "atontade* 
Relurtection- one. Wa TY dther 3 hut when 43) Ky: vit- 
neſſes they at teſted t th of the — 1 > 5 
wronght Miracles to oi = Author? 

racles did not direQly g # 
confirm'd/ and bbb mtr all — ther 
per Evidence, the Evidence ôf Eye-witneſles ; 
here is no change of the Evidence from proper 
proper, the Fact fill: reſts, upon ie Rwidenes f ks, 
confirm'd and ſtrengthen'd: | 
rit. If a Witneſs calls in his Neighbours to 


on, but duly confirm the Evidence f the Witneſs. 
Caſe ' is here the ſame, tho“ between the A 
brought in Confirmation oy 18 I 
Compariſon \ 15 7&5, SR E440 
The ſecond Objection . Thar this E 
ever good it may be in its Kind, % 
us; it was well, the Gentleman ſays, 
bad jt 3 SD reeling oy 
To 'a<aſt- this” Difficulty, T muſt /obſeve to you, that 
* Fine» pow under Confideration W 
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To apply this to the reset nl, 1  Apolthes _ 


Veracity, they prove nothing as to the Pact in Queſt. 0 
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\ Reaſon to believe, we muſt 


Eugene of the Spirit, or au in ward Light, Bike do that 
"Evidence a 


me to be a Contradiction to the Rules of Reaſoning ; 


ſent Qveſtion only relates to the Nature of the Evidence; 


Was granted to the Church; whaever wants this Saul 
| — _ cably have i its | | 


{aid on both Sides, you are now. to con. 
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| Din give our Verdict. 
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which the Quakers in our Time 2 ; 
in the manifeſt and viſible Works! 
the Spirit; and this Evidence was capable of being u 
mitted, and actually has been tranſmitted to us upon 60 
queſtionable Sade and to allow the Evidence to have 
been good in the firſt Ages, and not in this, ſeems td 


for if we ſee enough to judge that the firſt Ages had 
eeds ſee at the fame Tims 
ſo to believe; as the 


that it is reaſonable for us 


it Wes not  neceſlary to produce from Hiſtory | the In- 


ſtances to ſhew in how plentiful a Manner this Evidence 


5 ee of | 5 Jury; I hive laid hid 
fore you the Subſtance. of what has been 


ider of 1 it, and to 0 your: Verdict. Fi 
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' FOREMAN. My Lord, we are read 
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"JUDGE. Are you all 8 5 
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beben Who thall wer for 1 
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JUDGE. What fa 7 
alles guilty. of giving talſe i in 
the Caſe of the W of Jeſus, 8 


not guilty? F ee AiN il 
OTE ORE 
| FOREMAN, Nor o guiley. 7428 W ph $34 


JUDGE. Very 3 And now, Gentle- 


The Company roſe up, ——— were e 
ginning to pay their Compliments to the 
judge and the Council, but were interrupt- 
ed > a Gentleman, who went up to ny. 
Judge and offer'd him a Fee. What is 
this. ſxys the Judge? A Fee, Sir, ſaid avg 
Gentleman. A Fee to a Judge is a Bribe, 
ſaid the Judge. True, Sir, ſaid the Gentles 1 
man; but you. have reſign'd you your Com-. 
miſſion, and will not be the firſt. Judge 2 
Who has come from the Bench to the Bar 
without any Diminution o * BY 
LazaRrvuss Caſe is to on next, 
and this Fee is to retain you on his Side. 
There follow'd a confuſed Noiſe of all 
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